2h June 1966

The Hongrable John J. Conyers, Jr.
U. 5. House of Representatives
Cannon Building, Room 426
Washington, D. C., 20405

Dear Congressman Conyers:

mxmtinmwmmtmmmmemmn-
issippi, as manifested by your presence and that of your colleagues, has not gone un-
noticed or unappreciated by the MFDP. For yowr information and guidance, & prelimin-
mmdﬂuhtimdmmmgpmcdwmuthuﬂuuumlum.
The ineidents included are taken from field reports vhich are still being forvarded
to this office. In most cases the U.S. Civil Rights Commyssion and the Justice De-
partment have been notified. Again, in most eases, the complainants, as usual, are
still awaiting response. I have been directed to make the following oWservations:

1. The Justice Department assigned Federal election observers to oaly 14 of 2b
counties ehrer federal examiners have been assigned. These observers were passive.

A good ease in point is Winston County where the polling places were changed several
times during the day. A federal election observer was reported to have been present
during at least one of these changes. This leads up to the question a&s to how well
informed these cbservers were visea-vis voting procedures in Mississippi and the Voting
Rights Aet of 1965.

2. The barriblg of MFDP poll watchers as reported clearly intimidated those Negroes

vho would have voted but who feared that their persons physically and that their rights

legally were not being protected. Steps ought to be taken by the Justice Department to
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3. As it stands right now, only 27% of the Negro ewting age population are register-
ed to vote (a rise of only 15% since passage of the voting rights act) , as compared to
708 whites in Mississippi. The Justice can play and has played a positive
role in eorrecting these fmults. A good , 88 you will recall, is Noxubee County
in the 4th Congressional District. in December 1965, only one Negro was listed as a re-
gistered voter. On 12 April, 1966 the Justice Department sent in a Federal examiner.
By 23 April, 1966 he had registered 1,003 Negroes. According to another independent re-
port, in gounties where federal examiners are working, an increase of U3% of registered
Hegroes is noted. This is in opposition to an increase rate of approximately 15% where
there are no Pederal examiners. One can hardly talk about voting procedures and the
right to vote vhere there are no registered moters.

o During the primary---although noting the largest twrnout in Mississippi's history

of Negroes at the polls=---the muber of Negroes registered to vote who actually voted was
considerably less than those who are registered but who did not vote. Again, owr findings
indieate that fear of intimidation and reprisal prevails. The shooting of James Meredith,
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Vietoria J. Gray

" Washington Office, MYDP
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