
(Paid Advertisement THE •TIANl'A. CONST+rtrriC!l1 Wednesday, March 9, 1960) 

AN APPEAL F 0 R HUMAN RIGHTS 

Vle1 the students of the six affiliated institutions forming the Atlanta 
University Canter -Clark, Morehouse, Morris Bro,..n1 and Spelman Colleges, 
Atlanta University, and the Interdenominational Theological Center - have 
joined our hearts, minds, and bodies in the cause of gaining those rights which 
are inherently ours as m€1Dbers of' the human race and as citizens of these United 
States. 

We pledge our unqualified support to those students in this nation who 
have recently been engaged in the s i gnificant movemeat to secure certa:in lmg
awaited rights and privileges. This protest, like the bus boycott in Montgom
ery, has shocked many people throughout the world. Why? Because they had not 
quite realized the unanimity of spirit and purpose which motivates the thinking 
and action of the great maj ority of the Negro people, The students who insti ... 
gate and participate in these sit-down protests are dissatisfied, not only With 
the existing conditions, but with the snail-like speed at which they are being 
ameliorated. Every normal human being wants to walk the earth with dignity and 
abhors any and all proscriptions placed upon him because of raoe or color. In 
essence, this is the meaning of the sit-down protests that are sweeping this 
nation today, 

We do not intend to wait placidly for those rights llhich are already 
legallf and morally ours to be meted out to us one at a timee Todat•s youth 
will not sit by submissively, while being dEilied all of the rights, privileges, 
and joys of life. We want to state clearly and unequivocally that we cannot 
tolerate in a nation professing democracy and among people professing democ
racy and ammg people professing Christianity, the discriminatory conditions 
under which the Negro 1a living today in Atlanta, Georgia - supposedly one 
of the most progressive cities in the South, 

Ammg t he inequalities and injustices in Atlanta and in Georgia against 
which we protest, the following are outstanding axamplesa 

(1) EDUCATICW 1 

In the Public School Systam, facilities for Negroes and whites are separate 
and unequal. Double sessions cmt.inue in about half of the Negro Public Sohools, 
and many Negro children travel ten miles a day in order to reach a school that 
will admit thame 

On the University level, the state will pay a Negro to attend a school out 
of state rather than admit him to the University of Georgia, Georgia Tech, the 
Georgia Medical School, and other ~upportad public institutions. 
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According to a r ecent publ ication, in the fisoal year 1958 a total of 
$31,632,057el8 was spent in the State institutions of higher education for 
white only. In the Negro State Colleges only $2, 0011177•06 was spente 

The publicly supported institutions of higher education are inter-racial 
now, except that they deny admiss icn to Negro Americans. 

(2) JCBS a 

Negroes are denied employment in the majority of city, state, andfederal 
governmental jobs, except in the most menial capacities. 

(3) HOUSOO 1 

While Negr oes constitute .32~ of the population of Atlant a , they are forced 
to live within 16% of the a rea of the citye 

Statistics also show that the bulk of the Negro population is stills 

a. locked into the more undesirable and overcrowded areas of the city} 

b. paying a proportionally higher percentage of income for r ental and 
purchase of generally lower quality property; 

c. blocked by political and direct or indirect racial restrictions in 
its efforts to secure better housing. 

(4) varoo , 

Ccntrary to statements made in Congress recently by several Southern 
Senators1 we know that in many counties in Georgia and other southern states, 
Negro college graduates are declared unqualified to vote and are not permitted 
to register. 

(5) HOOPTI'AIS 1 

Compared with facilities for other people in Atlanta and Geor gia, those 
for Negroes are unequal and totally inadequate. 

Reports show that Atlanta 's 14 general hospitals and 9 r elated institutions 
pr ovide some 41000 beds. Except for some 430 beds at Gr ady Hospital, Negr oes 
are limited t o the 250 beds in three private Negro hospitals. Some of the 
hospitals baiTing Negroes were built with feder a l funds. 

(6) MOVIES1 COOCERTS 1 RESTAURANTSa 

Negroes are barred fran most domtown movies and segregated in the rest. 
Negroes must even sit in a segregated section of the Municipal Auditor ium. 
If a Negro is hungry, his htmger must wait until he comes to a "colored" 

restaurant., and even his thirst must await its quenching at a "colored" water 
fountain. 
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( 7) lA Vi ENFORCEMENT 1 

There are gr ave inequalities in the area of law enforcement. Too often, 
Negr oes are maltreated by officers of the law. An insuff icient number of Ne
groes is employed in the law-enforcing agencies . They a re seldom, if eve 
promoted. Of 830 policemeA in Atlanta onlY 35 are Negroes. 

We have brieflY mentioned onlY a few situations in which we are dis
criminated against. Vle have understated rather than overstated the pr oblems. 
These social evils ar e seriously plaguing Georgia, the South, the nation, 
and the world• 

WE HOlD THAT s 

( 1) The practice of racial s Pgr egation is not in keeping with the i deals 
of Democracy and Christianity. 

(2) Racial segregation is r ot bing not only the segregated but the segr e
gator of his human dignity~ Furtho~o~e, the propagation of r acial pr ejudice 
is unfair to the generations yet unbo.1.'Ao 

(3) In times of war, the Negro has f ought and died for his countryJ yet 
he still has not been accorded first-class citizenship. 

(4) In spite of the fact that the Negro pays his share of taxes1 he does 
not enjoy participation in city1 county and state government at the level where 
laws are enacted. 

(5) The social, economic, and political progr ess of Georgia is retarded 
by segr egation and pr ejudices. 

(6) America is f ast losing the r espect of other nations by the poor 
examplo which she sets in the area of r ace relations. 

It i s unfortunate that the Negro is being forced to fight, in any way~ for 
what is due him and is freely accorded other Americans . It is unfortunate that 
even today some people should hold to the erroneous idea of r acial super~ ) l;'ity, 
despite the fact that the world is f ast moving toward an integr ated humanii:.y0 

The time has come for the people of Atlanta and Georgia to take a good look 
at what is r eally happening in this country, and to stop believing those wh o 
tell us that everything is fine and equal, and that the Negro is happy anl 
satisfiedo 

It is to be r egretted that the :-e are those who still r ef use to r ecognize 
the over-riding supremacy of the Federal I.aw0 

Our churches which are ordained by God and claim to be the houses of all 
people, foster segregation of the races to the point of making Sunday the most 
segregated day of the week. 
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Vle 1 the students of the Atlant a University Center 1 are driven by past 
and present events to assert our feelings to the citizens of Atlanta and to 
the world, 

Vle1 therefor e, call upon all peopl e in authority - State, County, and 
City officials} all leaders in civic life -- ministers, teachers, and business 
men; and all people of good will to assert themselves and abolish these in
justices. We must say in all candor that we plan to use every legal and non
violent means at our disposal to secure full citizenship rights as members of 
this great Democracy of ours, 

WILLJE MAYS 
President of Dormi tory Council For the Students of At~ta University 

JAMES FElDER 
President of Student Government Association For the Students of Clark College 

MARION Do BENNETT 
Pres i dent of Student Association For the Students of 

Interdenominational Theological Center 

DON ClARKE 
President of Student Body For the Students of Morehouse College 

MARY ANN SMTIH 
Secretary of Student Government Association For the 

Students of Morris Brown College 

ROSLYN POPE 
President of Student Government Association For the 

Students of Spelman College 
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