Field Beport--- Mrs. “olia LaFayette

Dallas County April 6, 1963

This is a continuation of the report feom Mgrch 10- April 6 1963.

We have been informed that the high school students will be out from March 11
to March 15 for a spring break. At this time we planﬁ to double our effobdé to
get some of these students to work. So far we have promises and no work.

March 10- We gave another get together at our house for Selme U. students,

Lutheran Academy and “ollege, and Hudson High schoole only three persons showwed

up and all three were out of school. These persons were interested in getting
registered to vote, they all planned to go to the registrars office on tommorow,
March 11 and take the voter examinmtion. One of the young ladies promised to help

us with secretarial work.

Lfter this }ittle get together we were very pestimistic about getting students in
Selma to work. On February 17 whem we gave the get-together there were three students
present and today not one student. If our plan to get some high school students
involved fails theen we will have to move forward Abdme .

March 11-
We spent most of thday working on canvass forms. This evening we canvassed in the
city. This time we saw no police officers.

liarch 12-

Today I talked with Mallory Chestnut an eleventh grade student at Hudson High
school about the voter education program. Chestnut seems to be interested in the
program but hes to help his daddy run & grocery store they have on the corner of
Lapsley Street and Small Ave. Since he camYfl not work Chestnut is drawing up a
1ist of his friends that he thinks will be interested in the program. There were
two other 9th grade students present when I talked with Chestnut- both studehts
expressed a willingness to assist in the project, they are to get their" buddies"
together for a meeting at our new home at 1705 Union Street one block from Hudsm
High school tomorrow morning at 10 e'clock.

March 13

We have made & " Lucky Strike" imyf Selma. For the first fome weeks we had no
assistance from the local students. We talked at length with college and High
school stidents and got no results. But today Bernard Stepped acar load of
fellows and went directly into the specific<0f the voter education program.

All the young high schoel students expressed interesp and begun to ask a million
questions. Who are you?- ¥ho do you work for?- Where are you from? ands How
long are you going to be here. They insisted on coming home with Bernard and he
gladly brought them to our new apartment.The young fellows wanted to know just
what could they do to get Negrces in Selma registered. Bernard outlined to them
several things they could do to help:

1. Canvass the city to determine how many registered voters there are and there
names and addresss and phone numbers, how many non registersd voters and those
non registered voters interested in becoming voters, at the same time they would
“invite interested persons to the voter classes being held at 51& Franklin Street
and Tabernacle Baptist Church on the cormer of Minter at Broad Street.

2. They should organize their friends to help with the canvass and to discuss
other methods of getting Negroes registered to vote.



contiuvathon:

The students sized upf this job and decided it was too big for five fellows. Then
Cleophus Hobbs, who appeared to be th leader of the group, asked iff they could start
the cahvass immediately since they were out of school forthe rest of the weck. Ha was
informed the canvass sheets were already prepared - any time they desired to begin they
could.

All the fellows wanted to start at that moment and after a brief instruction periodd
the young students began the canvass assisted by field secretaries.Thesd students had
not been on a canvass before so they were shocked at the answes8 their neighbors were
giving to the voter cuestion. They watched doors closed in their faces and men tell
them they were afraid, One student said after the canvass for the evening was completed,
Y I show didn't know there were so many scared Negroes in Selma, its a shame",
Cleophus Hobbs 1406 Churgh Street- junior at Hudson High- was utterly shocked, " Rev.
LaFayette how is it people you have known all your life can be so ignorant? You Frww T
think something different about all those people, but I don't know what."

He then turned to his friends and said , " Boys we are going to complete thliﬂ Job,
and get some of our gang to help¥ All of the fellows agreed to this enthusiastically.

They decided to meeti us Thursda¥y morning at 8 o'clock on the basketball court of the
George Yashington c!rter Home which they shggested as a good area to get a large number
of persons registered. The GWC Homes is a federal owned project which has 550 apartments.

Merch 13-

We medy/ with 8 high school students on the basketball court of the GWC Holes to start
the canvass of the apartments. We canvassed the apartment until 12 o'clock and
called off until fomm o'clock that afternoon. We discussed the morning canvass in
front of Brown Chapel AME Zion Church. All of the students had questions about the
morning canvass. Shoudld we try and persuade Negroe who are not interested? What do we
tell people who continue to say they are too 0ld? What do you say when a person call
you bad names? %e answered these cuestipns and returned to our apartment followed by
Cleophus Hobbs, who said he just had to keep up with us because if we had not come

to town he probably would have gotten his boys to robf a bank or something.

This afternoon we returned to the projeect to conttdue our cenvass. Our canvass
number has increased from 8 to 1l. All high school students eager to work. We canvassé
from 4 to five and megrouped in front of Brown Chapel AME Zion Church. The pastor
Rev, Minifee who lives next door in the parsonage said a white fellow came to him
early tha$ evening an asked what was he organizing in his church. He informed the
man his church was open t¢ any group and what went on he consider private. The man
ledt but Rev. Minifee was unable to get his liscence number.
We invited all the students to the voter class at Tabernacle Baptist Church this
evening at 7 o'clock.
At semen o'clock this evening we held our, regular voter education class in Tebernacle
Baptist Church. Fomr of the students who worked on the canvass were present at hhe
clinic, They brought with them two of their young friends of voting age and three
other students. Other students wanted to come but they had to attend a Debutante
::tt. Charles Bonner called his date off and came to the class, so did Cleophus

Be



continuation:

We invited over Miss Maxine Ruffin and Miss Imogene two of our former students who had
recieved registration certificates to give the young high school students a boalt#.
These young ladied boasted to the students that they felt like new people.

The instructor of the class for the night was Mr. Ulysees Black@on,an instructor

at the Lutheran schoo}. Also present was a student from Selma University. The student
would not give us his name and this brought snickers from the high school studentsy

The students deckded to reinforce their team and canvass the GWC Homes again. Many of
them wanted to know when would the sit-ins begin, We explained that we should get Negroes
registered and then think of sit-ins. I can't say this satisfied these ingquistive studehts
March 14-16 the canvass of the project continued with many more students helping. We
coillﬂ not get acroes the river to Tipton High schocl because we had no transportatbon.
Marchl 7-

A1l of us attended Tabernacle Baptist Church for morning worship services.

March 19-

“e had a group of 39 students present ( high school students) at the class tontght.
We discussed the voter test, each student had to fill in a dlank. After checkimg the
blanks carefully- we went into the ocenvass forms anc discussed the technigques of
canvagsing, After this tutoring and training period was concluded we begun to teach
them freedom song from song sheets we had stenciled,

Several of the student have written new freedom songs. One of the songs written by
Charles Bonner 824 Small Street and Nathaniel Tate 1411 Church Street Kgyd/Wf{r¥gf/
is " Hallelujah". They have added new verses to some of thefreedom songs also. Enclosed
is a song sheet. They have formed to small freedom choirs to carry the message of
freedom across Lallas County."We are moving on". Students present were:
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