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I THIS THE PARTY YOU WANT? 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

OF ALABAMA 

or 

IS THIS ? 
LOWNDES COUNTY REEDOM ORGANIZATION 

ONE MAN -- ONE VOTE 



VOTING 

!What is the vote?l 
VOTING IS THE WAY A CITIZEN CHOCSES PEOPLE TO REPRESENT HIM IN HIS 

COUNTY, STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. WHEN A CITIZEN VOTES, HE SPEAKS 

FOR IIDfSELF ABOUT THIN~ THAT CONCERN HIS CMN WELFARE. 

I Why. vote?] 

IF YOU DON ' T VOTE, YOU GIVE UP YOUR RIGffi' TO D~IDE FOR YOURSELF 

HCJ.-J' YOU \vANT THINGS TO BE DONE TIJ YOUR G0\1'ER1.J11ENT. YOUR VOICE NEVER 

GETS HEARD DJ POLITICS IF YOU DON 'T VOTE. 

IHow does votirtg work? ! 
FIRST, YOU HAVE TO BE REGISTERED. THIS MEA~ YOU HAVE TO GO TO 

HAVE YOUR NAME PUT ON A LIST ALONG lvTIH OTHERS \;"HO vlANT TO VOTE IN 

~TIONS IN YOUR COUNTY OR STATE. THEN YOU HUST PAY THE POLL TAX. 

lean YOU vote? I 
YES . ANY PERSO CAN BE A QUALIFIED VOTER TF HE OR SHE IS AT LEAST 

21 YEARS OLD, HAS LIVED IN THE STATE AT LEAST ONE YEAR, IN THE COUNTY 

SIX HONTI£ AND IN THE ~INCT THREE MONTI£. 
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POLITICS 

{What is P-ol itics?] 
POLITICS IS THE CCMI NG TOGETHER OF PEOPLE TO MAKE DECISIONS ABOUT 

THEm LIVES. FOR EXAMPLE , IVHO IS GOING TO BE SHERIFF, l-THO 1-TILL BE 

ELECTED TO THE SCHOOL BOARD, WHO \'TILL BE THE }1JJ0R OF YOUR CITY. HClV­

EVER, IN THE PAST, NEGRO~ HAVE NOT BEEN PERNITTED TO PRACTICE POLITICS. 

A FThf PEOPLE, r·l:OST OF TH:E11 WHITE, HAVE lvORKED IN POLITICS TO BENEFIT 

T~.SELVES . 

1. CERTAIN LAWS AND PRACTICES HAVE KEPT NEGRO~ FROH varnm. 

2. NEGROES HAVE BEEN KEPT OUT OF POLITICAL PARTIES. 

3. NEGROES HAVE BEEN BEATEN WHEN THEY TRIED TO REGISTER TO VOTE, 

AND TOLD TlME AND TIME AGAm THAT POLITICS AND VCfl'ING WERE '"NHITE FOLKS 1 

BUSINESS ." 

4 THEY HAVE TOLD US THAT 1-JE ARE NOT "QUALIFIED" TO FRACTICE POL-

ITICS, THAT WE ARE NOT "QUALIFIED" TO RUN OUR CWN LIV]S t EV:rnYONE KNCWS 

IF HE WILL THINK ABOUT IT THAT EACH AND EVERY GROWN MAN AND 'VTOMAN IS 

JUST AS "QUALIFIED11 AS ANYONE ElSE TO DEC IDE '.-J'F.AT HE WANTS HIS LIFE TO 

BE LIKE. THERE ¥JJ BE SCME Tiq]'ORJ'1ATI ON TF.AT SONE OF US NEED IN ORDER TO 

DECIDE HCW TO GO ABOUT !-fAKING OUR LIVIS lft!..AT WE WANT THE11 TO BE, BUI' WE 

CAN GET THAT INFORMATION AND WE CAN LEARN IT JUST AS WELL AS ANYONE EISE C/ 

5. THEY HAVE TOID US THAT NEGROES "JUST CAN'T STICK TOGETHm." 
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l'w'hy.: come together?] 
\.JHEN YOU COME TOGETHER YOU CAN DETERMJ]'JE IHO FR H YOUR O:JN Cel-:J'IUNITY 

C, N 0 THI: TP-DTG YOU WANT DONE . IT YOU DON'T CONE TOGETHER, TI-lE PEOPLE 

WHO HAVE BEEN RUNNI NG THE SHC1,r.J HllL PUT THEm OOJ CANDIDATES UP AND VOTE 

FOR FROGRA.i\fS THAT \VILL BE..?ffiFIT THEM O:N'LY AND YOU \viLL HAVE NO SAY AT ALL. 

!What can_ypu do when Y-ou come togefber?l 
IF YOU ARE A QUALIFIEIJ ELECTOR (VOTER) , THAT IS, IF YOU HAVE REG­

ISTERED TO VC1I'E AND PAID THE POLL TAX FOR 2 Y EARS , YOU CAN FORJ>f YOUR CWN 

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION. 
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~ow can .people w~rk !ogether 
1n a P-ol;t,cal organJzatJon~ 

FIRST OF ALL, i<!E HAVE TO STIC K; TOGETHER. THEN ~VE SHOULD D~IDE 

'VJHAT ARE OUR Cm!MON NEEDS. 'lt!E Cl.l l" DFX:IDE THIS BY ASKING OURSELVES, '~TILL 

THIS FROGRA1'1 OR THIS CANDIDATE HELP US AND PEOPLE LIKE OURSELVE3?" ONCE 

YOU HAVE A POLITICAL ORGANIZATI ON YOU C.A1'J GO OUT AND TALK TO YOUR NEIGH-

BORS AND FRIENDS AND EV.EN TO STRANGERS, AND FIND CYI'HERS 1VHO ARE WILLING 

TO WORK ';JITH YOU. 

WHEN YOl FOHN A POLITICAL ORGANl ZATI ON YOU CAN NOMINATE FOR OFFICE 

CANDIDATES OF YOUR a.TN CHOOSING, AND IN THE GENERAL ELF.I:TION, YOU CAN 

VCITE TO PUT YOUR CANDIDATE INTO OFFICE. 

How do you F.ortn a political organizatiot1 
in Lowndes County, Alaba111a? 

1. ALABAl'1A LAW SAYS YOU CANNCYI' BE A MEMBER OF A POLITICAL ORGANIZATION 

IF YOU ARE NOT A QUALIFIED ELFX:TOR ~Hf- THAT I S, YOU :tvruST BE REGISTERED TO 

VCYI'E AND MUST HAVE PAID YOUR POLL TAX. 

2. ALABAHA LAW SAYS THAT ANY ORGANIZATION OF QUALIFIED EIETORS 

CAN NOMINATE CANDIDATES . THE DATE FOR SUC H HEEl'INCiS IS HAY 3, 1966. THE 

CANDIDATES MUST BE NOHINATED AT THIS HEETING. THE GENERAL PUBLIC HAY 

ATTEND THIS MASS MEETING, BUT ONLY HflviBERS OF THE POLITICAL ORGANIZATION 

MAY PARTICIPATE IN Tiffi HEETING. 
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