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Vast quantities of info ation a e stored up in the Research Dept. This 
report includes a descriptio of the ind of material we have on file, aur 
sources of information, and uggesti ns for improved use of resea~ch f~cilities 
by the field. I -

, 1. To give you an idea the information we have filed away ana ready .for 
use, we have attached a list ,of tfie t pics included in 

a. the general file 
b. the large Mississi i file 
c. the Mississippi n s clip rle 

1 

TAKE A LOOK AT THESE LISTS. 1 SURPRISED TO FIND ALL THE THUDS YOU NEllER -
SUSPECTED VIE HI\.D. (SO VfP'RE . 

Our information comes fro the fa lowing s.ources: the NY Times, t11e Washingt-on 
Post; Miss: Jackson Clarion edger a d Daily News; Greenwood Commo~ealth; 
Greenville Delta Democrat-Ti s, Hatt" esburg American, Memphis Commercial Appeal; 
Ark: Ark. Gazette, Pine Blur Commer ia1; Ala: Birmingham News, Montgomery Ad­
vertiser, Selma Times-Journal; Ga: Alanta Constitution aRd JOUrn~l; Albany herald. 
Burrelle '·s C'lipning service s · nds us rticles .from_ the major F>apers containing 
keywords such as FDP, SNCC, . OFO, et • ' 

We also receiv.e a conside able ra ge 01' weeklies ana other periodicals: 
Natidns, New ~public, ete. nn we r~ceive the Cong~ss~onal ~cQrd, Cangression-
a1 Quarter~, and are on the ailing lists of dozens of government ageneeis and 

congressional committees. A d we receive the major lab0T wli~n pUblications. 
The office also has a num er of standard reference bGoksf Yfuo's V1ho in 

America, Vlho's riho 1.n VTorld C mmerce and Industl'Y, Moocfty 1s M~:muals, Standard and 
Poor t s Registry, Martindale & HublDle' s Lawyers t Diredd}ory, a:~ well as a eomplete 
set of censu~ bureau publicat'ond for each Black Belt state. In adaftion, we 
have a number of political a economic reference bQoks on e~!lch ()f the squtherl) 
states, as well as a consider ble number of US Government pcl)licatiQns dealing 
with various conditions in ea h stateL _ -. -

j 

2. Research can support field!operatipns in several w@ys. 
a. By supplying projedts \'lith specific information ne1eded for specific 

programs. For example: ~ 
1. Freedom school people -n MiSSissippi needed facts and f:igures for a 

CUrriculum in basic economics l.:'fe sent these sO that they c()uld incorporate 
them into the texts bein!" wri ten. 

2. People going on spealei g tours have asked fof' informatiop they e-ould put 
into their speeches. This co ld be either fact-figure type data, 0r histo.rical 
background. new 

3. Sometimes field worker wish to explore areas for poss~ble progr.,ams, and 
requ(i'st ils to do some initial fact findin,~. A worker in Uiss., for instance, was 

curious about credit facilit as for farmers in his area.. "WI; were able to. supply 
information about partioular redit acgency in question, as w(911 as suggest other 
possibilitlies. Regardless of t ·he practical application of s1~ch information~ this 
worker probably learned samet ing useful ~bout the workings ~£ the banking sys~em. 
At the very least" "We were ab e to help him expand his view o~ a narrow problem. 

4. John Love in Alabama sked for information on the laws and methods 
of forming a new political pa ty in Alabama. The people in Phi1adelph~a, ~fiss., 
Vlho wanted to set up a laund mat" asked what sort of arrangements· were available 
from appliance companies lilce Wecstinghouse, and if the Poverty Bill bas a provis-ion 
for loans 0 small businessme (i t does). When a shirt company in SW Ga did not 
hire Negroes, John Perdew askd for its policy on desegregation in other ~lants; 
when he learned that in other plants in tqe South it had Fecently des,egre8ated, 
SNCC was ab:e to bring about esegregation of th~ plant facilities in their area. 

b. The -informat'ion in ur files· can be useQ for a sta'f.f educatl.on program. 
The papers by Judy ~alborn on the Court System and on Poverty are e~amples 9£ 
such educational material co lied from the data we have on file. 

3. Ways JiG> get better use 0 I')f the research department:. 
First of all, of course, et us kncrVl any specific requests you may have .~Vhen 

you make a request for speci! G information, like tlDoes the Poverty Bill have 
provisions for loanS' to small businessmen?" please let us know what you want the 
information for. That way "VJe may be able to supply you with other information 
useful to your project also • 

• Uso; what kinds of ideas do you have about what the research dept. should be 
producing on its own? .. ,no yo 'llant a periodic newsletter'? Should it contain 

statistics? Politieal'"·analys' 81 Current events? 
Presently we answer a lot of requests for information from persons out.s~de 

of' SNCC, SGme of .whom wish to· hel") our efforts in one way or anGther. lie als.o 



serve as an information reservoir fo our communications people. We can expand 
our usefulness to the.staff ~y makin it ~lear that ~hese faei1iti~s are for.you 
to use, as well as bel.ng aval.lable :f r you to request someone to .fl.nd some,hing 
out fo!' you. !taff members a're lvelc~1l1e to come into the Research office and make 
themselves familiar "'ith the facilittes, no use them for their projectsJ as well 
as askin~. XKm us to do rese·arch f<?r them. 

One idea '\'Jhich has Deen advanced [,for making researuh facilities more accessible 
to the field is to set up research o:Cfices 5:n ma-in offices in each state. A 
member of the department could go tO la 'Orojeet area for sever.al weeks, to heJ,.p 
set up nffi~spaper clipping files, help track d0wn local sources of information 
(such as nearby schools and librarie ) J. and in general assist the sta:ff in 
collecting, organizing, and utilizin · informati.o,n. Please let us }{:now if you 
want to come in and learn how to use the FGsearch facilities and/or if you want' . 
someone to come out and help you sat up a research department in yeur project. 
(It should be pointed out that if pe ple go out to the f:i.:eld, we will not be aDle 
to carry out our operations in Atlan a to the extpnt dihat they are nGW.) 

The research department exists ·or your convenience. vte welcome any and 
all suggestions and questions ''1·hich ill help us serve yeu bett&r. 

(This report produced and/or SUbscri~ed to in whole or in part ~ 
Ja~k Minnis, ~1alter TilloVl J Ric~ i''iaJ<lning, Jerry Tecklin, Barbara Brandt, 

Bruce Palmer, John Perdew, ferry Detluth, and Joe Teller.) 


