
DECLARATION OF THE SIXTH PAN AFRICAN CONGRESS 

ON THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

The Sixth Pan African Congress , convening in Dar es Salaam 

from the 19th to the 27th of June 1974 , pa id particular attention 

to the situation currently prev a iling in Southern Africa . 

The holding of the Congress in Tanzania , an important 

and firm rear base of the liberation struggle in the African 

continent , is in itsel f an eloquent testimony of the understandi ng 

shown by the Pan African movement re garding the fundamental nature 

and decisive chara cter of the confronta tion tha t exists toda y 

between the oppressed African peoples in Southern Africa and 

the colonialist and r a cist powers still implanted in our Cont i nent . 

From Dar es Salaa m, the Sixth Pan African Congress sends 

militant greetings to the freedom figh ters i n Mozambique , Zimbabwe , 

South Africa , Angola and Namib ia , as well as to those peoples 

of Guinea Bissau and the Ca pe Verde I s l ands , the Comoros , the 

Seychelles , so - c a lled French Somaliland , Sao Tome and Princ i pe , 

and so- called Spanish Sahara . 

The Sixth Pan Africa n Congress hails in particular the 

victories achieved in the armed struggle waged by the people 

under the leadership of their Liberation Movements . 

These victories are manifested by the progressive destruction 

of the structures of colonial domination , the libera tion of large 

regi ons of the dominated countries , and the building of a new 

society . Here , for the first time after centuries of oppression , 

exploita tion and r a cia l humiliation , the African people a re 

assuming full control of the ir sovereignty and their personali ty. 

These successes demonstra t e the courage and determination 

of the African people to free themselves , to be masters of their 

destiny , and by the force of their own efforts to uproot fore i gn 

colonialist and r acis t domination . They thus constitute a source 

of pr ide and encouragement for all Africa as well as all men and 

women of African descent throughout the world . 

The Sixth Pan African Congress , saluting these successes 

as victories of all African peoples and popular forces t hrough ou t 

the world , considers then a powerful contribution in t he affi rmation 

of the personality , dignity and honour of the African peoples . 

Neverthe l ess , the dimension of the struggle a nd the t riumihs-in ~he 

armed comba t cannot be confined to this aspe c t alone . Their 

profound significance lies in the e oncrete contribution they 

constitute towards the destruction of t he world imper i a l ist s y stem 

- the source of all forms of oppression , exploitation and di s c r i mi

nation still existing throughout the wor l d . They n l so represent a 

t angible support for the consolidation of African independenc e . and 
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in ~tioula.r . th-a ~n<i.ependenoe --o f . tl\osc c ountPies· bordering the 

zones still oceupied by t he forces of colonialism a nd racism • 
. ··- .. -···-·· ~ - . - . 

The nature of the liberation struggle and its politica l 1 

dimension go beyond the geogr a phica l limits of Southern Africa, 

given the rol e played by Portuguese. Qolonia lism and the r a cist 

re~imes of South Africa and Rhodesia within t he world i mperia list 

system where they act a s bridgeheads a nd economic and s tra te gic 

reserves in the African Continent. 

The milita nt and warm solidarity expressed by the 

pa rticipants in the Sixth -Pa n Afric a n Congress does not stem 

tram ~ithijr a ltruinm or simple raQial solida rity, for these · 

ntrugslee are part Qf the gene~al ~t~uggle of peoples againat 

all forme of oppression a nd exploitation which are fell~ 
their very ~lesh by all Congress participants wnatever oountry 

t hey may come from. 

The Si~th Pan Afrioan Copgre~~ &l~o realieee that the 

BUQQeeaea have been po~s lble b~Qa ua~ of a qorrect 'd•olbqlaQl 

orientation in the conduot of the politioal ~nd armed nt~~ggli., 

particularly in t he p~oper definit~on o! the enamr! Th~ ~nemy 
of the c ol onise d peopl~a is the system 9f e~ploitatio~ a nd it is 

agains t this tha t the barrels of t he liber a tion guns should be 

direct ed . To oonfus e the enemy with skin tolour, to iderttify 

it with the white man or a ny other parttvular oolour, would 

only detra ct a tt ention fro m the princi~a l enemy, Any ~~oh 

~onfusion would a lso -sow division, which i~ a gr~~t sou~ee of 

weakness, _13. nd pave the way tb all types of ._anoeUVt'e'5 ~ea.tted 

to~nrds h,w torm ot dominatiohs, au~h ae "ob~ealortl~1l~mi · 
The Stxth Pan Af~ic a n Congrees reco~i~eD the 1m~o~iance 

cf politieal and mat erial solid~~ity protided to the 1lberati9~ 

Movements by the Afri~nn and Caribbean countries, throug~ tne OAij 

and bilate~ally• by organisa tiops ot people of African descent, 

in the America ~ and el sewhere • the. peoples of the thi~d world, 

by the so~iali~t countries• a nd democratic forces within capitalist 

c ountries. This suppo!t_ ha s rnade an invaluable -contribution in 

ena bling the libera tion struggle. to .reach its present degree of 

development. 

The Sixth. Pa n African Congress considers tha t the most 

importa nt lesson t o be drawn from the revolutionary experienees 

of the .peopl e o f Sotithern Af~iaa • i~ tha t to be vitto~ious, the 

libera tion fighters must pl a ce themse1ves Within a clear 

revolutionary perspective of globa l ~t'ah~forma tion and r adienl 

renewa l o f soci e ty - poli tic:illy~ ecotioii'!:i:cally, s ocia lly and 

1:u~turnll.yt This -demands th~ making of a new riia~ :t're~ from -all 
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the vestiges o f the c apitalist, colonial society . 

At the very moment that the Sixth Pan African Con gress is 

taking place , the effects of the Mozambican , Guinea Bissau and 

Angolan peoples ' a rmed fight a re a lready being felt through the 

collapse of th e Portuguese f a scist regime . Nevertheless , colonialism 

still rema ins and is feverishly seeking new formulae to safegua rd 

its domination and the interes ts o f international imperialism. 

At this time, it is important to reinforce the vigilance 

and political mobilisation o f the African ma sses and all popular 

masses throughout the world in order to expose these manoeuvres 

and support the just positions of the Liberation Movements of tre 

Portuguese domina ted t e rritories for the conquest of tota l a nd 

complete na tiona l indepe ndenc e o In this respect the Congress 

fully and unequivoca lly endorses the ir correct position tha t 

there is no such thing as "democratic colonialism" . 

The Congr e ss solemnly e ndorses the appeal made by the 

Assembly of Hea ds of Sta t e a n d Government of the Orga nisation 

of Afric a n Unity in its session in Mo gadiscio, in Jun~ 1974 , 
to the effect tha t States should withhold diplomatic recognition 

of the new government in Portugal until tha t go~ernment recognises 

fully a nd unequivocally the ri ght of the African peoples under 

her domination to full inde pendence . 

Similarly , the struggle of the peoples under colonail 

domination of the racist South Africa n and Rhodesian re gimes , as 

well a s thos e under French , British a nd Spanish colonial domination 

demands a widespread mobilisat ion effort by the forces pa rticipa ting 

in the Sixth Pan African Congress. 

The support to the liberation struggle should be trans l a ted 

into a sustained concrete a ction. Such support should encompass 

political a nd material ass ista nce . To this end the pa rticipants 

of the Congress undertake to work collectively and in concert 

with other democratic f orces in the world for total mobilisa tion 

in support of th e liberation struggle . 

To the communities of people of African origin in the 

Wes tern capitalist c ountriesf pa rticula rly the member countries of 

NATO , the princ ipal supporters o f Portu guese colonia lism and the 

r a 9ist re gimes , f a lls the special role of mobilising public opinion 

in their countries ugainst their governments ' a ctions and against 

the big c a pita list economic i r.tc,r c .:, :;.:; c:..i ,..:..1!g to perpetuate the 

domination of the peoples of Southern Africa . 

Let the successes achieved by our brothers in combat against 

colonia lism a nd r a cism in Southern Africa be a source o f inspiration 

a n d encouragemen t f or the reinforceme nt of our c ommon a ction I ' l 14 ... , . 
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against a ll forms of oppression and e xploita tion , the raison 

d ' etre and motive force of the Pan African movement . 

Dar es Salaam , 

J u ne 27th , 1974 . 
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