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Afro-Americans have watched with sympathy and concern.the
"

apartheid and white-settler
past twenty years.

.,

"

'

..

struggle ag~inst

,

dom:ination in eastern and southern Africa over-t.he
\-lith all freedo~lonilg

vie rejoiced

•

",

people when the victory'

,

J

was won in Kenya. Today, we expres,s our solidarity

.•

'(

'.."
,

._"

,,',.

with the Freedom Fighters who

languish in the prisons and detention camps of southern Africa awaiting the day.
It/henthe heroic e££046 o£ those who are still
inhunanities

of man to man once and for all,

free to fight will wipe out these
and place the destiny a.nd·,we¥a.~~·
of
....

the people in their

own hands,

"

"

'.;'

,.;"L

It is only natural. thB.t we in SNCC
.ahoukd be .
. ,,'

1

deeply concerned over the course and outcome of this
•

•

~

'.

struggle" ·for our 'ownmembers
,

"

.'

"

'.

have been engaged' for aeven years in str~ggl.a~' against ~ ~~ic~iy
of apartheid that has existed for cerrburdes in the United States.
stand South Africa because we have seen. the inside of the jails

L

,"

\

Y'iciotis"form .
_ .......
"

'\

"

'.

Viecan underof ~iissis$;ippi
,~'

and Alabamaand have been herded behind barbed wire enclosure.s" a.t~ck~d'bypolice
dogs" and set upon with electric
There is no difference

prods -

the American equivalent

of the s,jambol<;.
__

between the sting or being called a "kaffir"
.'

\

.

Africa and a llnigger" in the U.S.A.
look the same on the inside.

The cells

.

the struggle

~

.

,

for humanrights

jail

:racism in'

America, SNCCis not unf'amiJjar with the problems of southern Africa.
,,'.

,

.'-

','

As the vang'I.Bl'dof 'the struggle against

SNGG
has never visualized

,

in South .

of Robin I~1a.ndand B~harn

,

".;'

,','

.

"

.

in America in; iSoia"

tion from the worldwide struggle for humanrights.
would come when it would fonnally declare itsel1',

It was ;l.nevitable ,that a time
as it did this year~ a IIHuni~
.'

,

!

Rights Organization interested

.•..•

not only in HumanRights in.the 'United States but

throughout the worldu,) and would apply to the United Nations Economic and Sec~rity
Council for status as an affiliated

non-governmental Qrg~zation.

.

,SNCC'
has made

.

"
I

it clear 'by recorded vote at its May., 1967 conference that

••••

exploitationll
a' position

struggles

against

wherever these conditions

of positive

colonialism,
exist,

.

.

~~. .:

"

. ".

racism and economic,

and that

non-alignm~nt express a'~oint

,",
,

: lilt., enCQ~ag~1iI
and

,

supports, the .liberation

--;.,•.•~i
~

of

th.osenations- tha~,:assume

vie~

.~Ol:!~

:'~on~i~~~:~'with
't,'

'.

'.,'

,",

~ 1•.••

"

2
its

ownviews. 'Thereforej 'although our name indicates
"

struggle,

vie do net foreclose

the original

j:"

.'

.

"

other .forms,of struggle.

In order to implement more effectively
link with other groups struggling

its

progr~

and to strengthen its

",

",

against oppression,SNCC has appointe~ a
','\

Director of International

form of,our

"

Affairs,

"

James Forlllal}and designated'the

of SNeeas its headquarters for international

af~airs.

New'York ·office

,The organizationls

'parti-

("'

cipation in this

conference is evidence of its

d~sir~ t~ rende~ ~tensified
'.

to the fight against racism" apartheid"

",

and white-settler

'.'

I

..,

s~pport

~:

on

domination

'

the oonti- .

nent of Africa.
As an organization
obligation

"technieallyll

composedof American citizens,

to the worldwide struggle for humanrights

against violations

of these rights

is to take a fir.m stand '

by the American government.

It is our firm conviction that American intervention
against any possible

constructive

America, Asia, and Africa.

SNOCtsfirst

in Vietn.am:~
militates

action by the ~.S.A. in other area~ of Latin

It distorts

any clear analysis

of the problem" since
. "

policy makers tend to interpret

all

such struggles

in terms of Cold \var rjva.lries.

(The shameful intervention. in the Congobetween 1960
and 196; was justified
,
..

on the

grounds that it was "necessary" to curb Soviet and . .Chinese i.nt1uence in Africa.)
,
•

Policy-makers of the U.S. government divert
applied 'to fi.Da.ncial and technical
areas,

assistance

resour-ceaend
-

'!,.,'

energy that should be

..without.strings

-

to developing

inclUding the ghettoes of the United,States •. It destroys the confidence
i .

of Africans" Asians, and Latin Americans in the good .'.
intentions
nationals"

'

of any Amer;i.Qan
"

;.

laying the pall of suspicion that there may be CIA among·,them. SNCC

took a formal position

on the Viet nam \"Jarin January" _1966, and our statement

declared" in part" that:

"
• '1

,'~'

'. _l"~_:_-J.: "!
..'

~

"',

,

",,"

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committeeassumes its right' to
dissent with United States: foreign policy on any issue" and states'
its. opposition to United States involvement in the war. in· Vietnani
.
,
on these grounds:
vIe believe the United ,States government,has been deceptive: in
claims of concern for the freedom of the Vietnamese people" just
as the government has been deceptive:. in' claiming concern for the
I

.

'.

freedom of the colored people in such other'countries as the
.Dominican Republic, the Congo, South Africa, Rhodesia and in
the United State& itself.
He of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, have been
involved in the black peoplels struggle for liberation and
self-determination in this countr,r for the past five years.
Our work, particularly in the South, taught us that United States
gQvernment has never guaranteed the freedom of oppressed
c~tizens, and is not yet t~
determined to end the rule of
terror
and
oppression.
within
its
own borders.
,
,
·Ue ourselves have often been victims of violence and confinement executed by U.S. government officials. He recall the
numerous persons who have been murdered in the South because
of their efforts to secure their civil and human righ~s; and
whose murderers have been allowed to eseape penalty for their
crimes. The murder of Samu~l Younge in Tuskegee, 'Alabama is
no different from the murder of people in Vietnam, for both
Younge and the Vietnamese sought and. are seeking to secure the
rights guaranteed them by Law; In each case, the U.S. government bears a great part of the responsibility for these deaths.
(See Appendix A for the full text)
,'.
The problem of Vietnam is organically related to the position of the United
CI;n,t,(~s

with regard to southern Africa.

.

,.,',

',:

The United States is formally committed

to a half-healted palticipRtion in economic sanctions against RhodeSia, but it
has vigorously resisted all attempts to comnut itself to such a policy with regard
to the Republic of South Ai'rica. Although it repeatedly- deplores the ex:i.stonce~!,
of apartheid there, the United States views the Republic
integral part of a worldwide military system -

ot

South Africa as an .

stations and
a site for t racking ..

a haven for sailors going to and from the Far East.
vlorld opinion has moved to the point where it is prepared to support the
imposition of sanctions on South Africain
in the future.

..': •...

,

the hope of .aver-tdnga violen~ conflic:t

The U.S. opposes such sanctions -

and not only because of its'

,.;.
"/ >.

involvement in an East-vlest conflict.

The volume of its investments and its

,','

desire not to "rock the boat" are matters that have been well documented by the
United Nations and other non-governmental organizations.

This working paper need

not include the details.
Since its inception in 19601 SNCC has always been interested in the African
"

4
phase of the struggle against racism.

In 1965~ on the anniversary of the Sharpe-

ville ma ssacr-e, SNCC became active in attempts to mObilize' pressure against the
system of apartheid in South Africa by conducting a week of demonstrations in
the offices of the South African consulate and the South African mission to the
U.N., both in New York.

'It has also participated with other organizations in

the attempt to get Americans to withdraw their accounts from banks doing a large

r

volume of business ill the Republic of South Africa.
Increasing numbers of Afro-Americans -- and their allies -- are beginning
to recognize the indivisible nature of racism.

The Chase-lVIanhattanBankl for

instance, has large-scale investments in South Africa and profits greatly from
apartheid.

SNCC has recently been lending its support to black employees of

Chase-Hanhattan who are victims of racist personnel practices.

A total of 12

Negro employees have filed charges against the bank with the New York City
Commission on Human Rights~ charging the "baas" mentality among supervisors~ denial
of promotions and job training oppor-turrtt.Les , and intimidation,; harassment and
constant surveillance after they had dared to challenge these prectices~
nine employees were dismissed for seeking redress of grievances.
continues.

Finally,

This struggle

(See Appendix B)

The parallels between the African liberation movement and the struggle of
Afro-Americans

are striking.

As both movements have matured and the lessons of

previous struggles have been drawn, they have increasingly emphasized the extent
to which their fate has been linked -- without their coneent -- to Great Power
struggles.

They have also seen the need for increasing their effectiveness by

stressing the right to make their own decisions~ uninfluenced by pressures from
other racial and ethnic communities even though they may sustain close working
relations with them as allies.

In the United States this has taken the for-m of

the "Black Power" movement •.
'lithSNCC in the lead.

\<fithinthe United States,

conservative organizations-some of them represented at this conference-as well

5
as all levels of government have tried to undermine, contain, or simply destroy
the organazat.Lon,

Numerous in~idents might be cited, but a very recent one will

illustrate the point.

This month" -five SNCO-affUiated

Southern University will go on trial in Houston, Texas.

students from Texas
Their trial is the out-

growth of events on lViay 16',1967~ when 500 Texas police armed with rifles~ machine
guns, shotguns and d9gs, fired upon and then invaded two dormitories at the Uni('.

versity.

In the wild: shoot-Lng', one policeman shot another and a patrolman was

killed.

Despite the fact that the patrolman ~.s shot on the side of a building

where there were no doors or windows, and despite the fact that at least 'two of
the five accused students can prove their absence from the scen~~ these five have
been cha.rgedwith murder.

The bruta.1.conduct of the police inside thedorm..'itor:ies~

where they destroyed property indiscriminately, kicked a dormibor,y house mother,
and arrested 487 students (some of whom they also beat) -- with these crimes,
the state of Texas is unconcerned.

This is the same state which the President

and the Attorney General of the United States call home.
This is only one of many recent incidents of massive police brutality, .Such
occur ccnccj, led the New York office of SNOO to issue an appeal to the African and
Asian missions to the United Nations on June 13th; 1967~ (See Appendix 0)

ThiS, then, is a brief summary of some aspects of SNOO's recent activity
and experience which have relevance for those gathered here.

What conclusions

and recommendations may be drawn for the consideration of this conference?
'viesee the worldwide fight agamst, racism as indivisible.·

Southern Africa

as a stronghold of the Herrenvolk mentality has high priority in the struggle.

To

win the battle there is to hasten the victory in the U.S.A.'. SNCO is dedicated to
.

a joint struggle of all who fight for Human Rights in Africa and in the

u.s.s ,','

each backing up the other, each rendering what support it can to the other~'
Therefore,SNCC has come to this conference not only to express its condemnation
of apartheid and colonialism" already affirmed :inprevious statements, and to offer

".

6
its moral support to all Africar13engaged in liberation

struggles.

\Ie

a.Lso come

to assert that we consider ourselves and other black people in the Lnited States
a colonized people; a colony within the United States in many ways similar to
colonies outside the boundaries

of the United States and other European nations.

The fight against 'racism is a responsibility
Rights, but it i~ the vict~who

o£ all who believe in Human

bear primary responsibility

for waging the

r:

struggle.
front.

He have accepted

our responsibility

for the attack on the American

He salute those who are waging the "battle in southern Africa.. We welcome

their assistance

in our struggle and pledge ourselv9s

to theirs.

But. we also

affirm that strategy and tactics must be decided by those who bear responsihil
for waging the struggle,

on both fronts.

degree of consensus has developed
of the strategy of a multi-pronged
domination"

jt,y

Among African ].eadel"S,a. remarkable

during the past five years on the acceptance
attack upon apartheid,

and the remnants of colonialism

racism,white-settler

in southern Africa.

As part of that

strategy, they have enlisted the support of the United Nations in arraigning
South Africa before the bar of world opinion; in condemning
in Portuguese

territories;

Africa; and in declaring

oppressive

policies

in voting to assume administration

over Southwest

economic sanctions against Rhodesia.

These leaders

have also tried to bring the U.N. to the point of voting sanctions against

South

Africa.
We support that effort to obtain action in the United Nations and, as our
recent appeal to the Afro-Asian
for our own struggle.

nations indicates,

we shall.attempt

to do the same

The United Nations is not only a world forum where

grievances are legitimately

aired.

with regard to Human Rights.

Its constituent

Although these agreements

is the duty of the citizens of the constituent
nation and others to abide

by

these agreements.

Vie call attention

are often violated,

it

nations to pressure their own
SNCC has never accepted the

position that racism in the U.S.A. is a domestic
before the United Nations.

nations have signed agreements

issue that should not be aired

to the case of Julian Bond" a SNCC

7

staff member who wa s duly elected to the Georgia State Legislature and then denied
his seat because he refused to repudiate the SNCC statement condemning the U.S.
war in Vietnam.

For almost a year, Brother Bond \tas denied his seat and the people

of his electoral district thus denied representation.

The legislature's action

\

vias clearly motivated by ·the fact that he was a black militant, an affront to the
white supremacist regislature.

During this period, Brother Bond was invited to

~'

lunch by a number ot African delegations to the United Nations •. Extensive
pressure was brought to bear on those delegations not to attend the luncheon, on
the grounds that his case was a n~tter of domestic concern -- an inter~l
of the United States •. lvlostof the delegation resisted this pr-es sui-e ,
that racism in the United States is a matter

of :int,ernn.t.ionnJ

affair

reooeni'7.:ing

oon~ern.

This

is

our position also.
It is thus our privilege to continue in the footsteps of the late Malcolm X,
who worked hard to sscur'ethe support of African and Asian nations for raising
the question of American racism in the U.N.

Viebelieve in such efforts, as we

believe that the efforts by African leaders to obtain United Nations action
have been useful in the shaping of public opinion and in preparing a background
of sympathy and support for their local efforts •. But we.also recognize that many
African leaders know the United Nations alone cannot bring them their liberation,
,

as important as its activities are •. They have no. illusions; nor do we.
The Organization of African Unity (O.A.U.) has set up a Liberation Committee
to give aid to Freedom Fighters throughout the continent, and has made clear that
in the final analysis, African member-states will be prepared to xender other
forms of assistance if needed.

The struggle proceeds in varied forms -

3tt8'i.'::'Wa

tactics here, controlled sabotage there; non-violent positive action in other
,. .:

contexts.

High priority should be given at a conference such as this to discussion of
how nations and non-governmental organizations will relate to new forms of
struggle

against

apart,he:id" rar.ism. and colonialism

which may be adopted in the

8

future.

There are those who still hope that effective economic sanctions are

possible.

There are also those ~

among them, we of SNCC -- who are pessimistic

about the possibility of ever enlisting the aid of the two crucial nation states,
the United States of Amerioa and the United Kingdom" in supporting sanctions.
American businessmen and politicians oppose sanctions i British Labor Party leaders
insist that the ec?nornic cost to them will be too great;; and the war in Vietnam
is a barometer of how far these countries will go to protect their vested interest
in racism and exploitation" especially the United States.
If no effective action is taken by the United Nations, and as African
liberation movements intensify their armed struggle, what will be the re~ponse
the nations in the U.N. and of its associated organizations?

of

Will cerl:.ainpowers

decide to intervene to protect "maaed.onar-i.ee " and "white d_vil.ization" or raise
the cry of "Comnuni.sm'' to strangle liberation efforts, as happens within the
United States whenever blacks Vigorously oppose the status quo.? vfill organizations
concerned with human rights provide humanitarian assistance to the casultiesof
this struggle, as they do in the cases of international warfare, or will they
define Africans as "savages" (rather than "Freedom Fighters") and deny-such
assistance?

Hill those who sing praise of the heroes of the French, Russian and

American Revolutions define the black heroes as "Satanic creatures of darlmess?1I
Is it possible, even now, before the climax of the struggle comes, to define
poe Lt.Lons ,

i! and ~

such situations arise?

vie

believe that to do less is not

only unrealistic but also a betrayal of the values which all opponents of .apartheid

say they support.

This working paper suggests that such questions

AS

,these,are of

great urgency in the present phase of the struggle against apartheid.
SNCC, as a non-governmental organization dedicated to Human Rights but with
its own distinctive approach to the problem of fighting racism, will have. its
OVID

unique response to make, as will each non-governmental oigardzatdon at this

conference.

On one level, this is simply a matter of trying to help create ever-

widening circles of awareness of the dimensions of t!le problem and interpreting

9

the aims, aspirations, aridt-echnaques _.:i.iuuuding a;x:m.ed ot.l-uee:le.

_ ,

vIDo fight for freedom.
The problem of rallying forces inside the United States to a level of understanding and awareness of the nature and dimensions of the struggle for liberation
in southern Afric~ where they can make effective contributions is hampered by a

..
conservative preae-ae it is in Mozambique, Angola, Rhodesia, Bissau, and South
Africa.

We must build viable organizatior•.
e and alternative forms of connnunicat.ion

to offset the negative influence or a hostile press if' United States ar.medintervention to suppress African liberation st~ggles

is to be prevented.

Numerous agencies are devoting time and energy t.othis task.

We s ha'I'L p'l ay orn

part with increasing vigor in the years ahead.
On another_level, we ~sua~ize

the application of those techniques of

organization and struggle ~hat have won us our limited victories at hame to the
task of trying to prevent U.S. intervention against liberation struggles; in

Africa.

}

There is the task, too, at' mobilizing support for the African liberation st;,;r'uggle,
as African leaders ask for it.

In turn, w~ hope that our African brothers may

assist us in our struggle in a.ppropriate and feasible ways , "On the educational
level, we would refer again to the question of the press. .As the domestic
American press is dominated by white conservatives,'the U.S~InformationService
operating overseas seeks to cultivate an image of the Americari government on the
side of African-Americans -- an image of constant' progress being made.- -Needless
to say, this is not the truth.

But we must still work to counteract the const~nt

flo\'[of propaganda to that~"etfeQ:t~_~nd~the.constantomission of news which might
s ,••••

challenge the image.

We we~come your assistance in this effort. '

In conclUding this paper~ we would like to summarize and list our basic
points and concrete suggestions:

--tQ-RJi'f'XlMMWDA.TIONS. AND CONCLUSIONS
1.

We recommend the full

and 1mmediateimplementation

21~4 (XXI) of' 26 October 1966 on ;'Quest1on ottbe

lution

and fu.nclawental freedoms, including
and of aparthe:Ld,;1.n

tion

and other

depepdent

countries,

all

countries

of racial

pOlicies

General

of

v101at1.on Of"Human rights
discr1mjnat1o.n.. a.nd.~~_

with part:f.cuJ.ar 'reference

and territories.

~eso-

AssembJy

to colon,ial

II

1""(

We r econmend and vigorously
al

agenda of the next session

and strenuo

usly urge that

investigate
in the

urge that

of the

a special

this

General

mattEri~ oe placed

Assembly

States,

and racial

and we especially

discrimination

economic .and cultura.l.
audapartheid

.ill

He :t'tL.'>'"ther
recommend and urge tha.t the policies·ofraciaJ.

united States be condemned as posing a grave tbreat
security

Cl11.J

a v101ation

of the human rights

Assembly be duly recorded

General
racial

recommend

.charter:;

d.1scriJ:nination

Ai'rica-

..d1scrlmin.'lt~1.(ln in·cthe

and that

ill

(ti.c,!riJrrinat:l,"1Tl,

Southern

to interna.tional.

as condemning the trend

.l2.£groms and condemning racial

crime against

the provision-

seminar be convened and held tQ. study and

the nexus. between r aca at , political,

United

I

UPO;1

;peace and

a resolution.

in the~ted

of the

States.towards

the United States

as a

humanity.

2.
He recommend the
resolution

full

2142 (XXI) of 26 October

discriminations,

implementation

and i~

1966 on "Elimination

of BeneraJ. Assembly

ot all

fo.rms of racial

"

3.
He re'Gommend.the full .and. .ilnnrlclateJ.mpJ.ementationlution

2189 (XXI) of 13 December 1966 on "Implementation

Granting of Independence to Colonial

Countries

oi'General. As..."-€mbly resoof the

and Peoples.

Declaration

on t ne

II

4.
He recommend the
tion

.full and immdeiate

i.lI!pJ.ementation

2202 (XXI) of 16 December 1966 on liThe policies

of t.he Republic

at" South Africa.

II

of -General.Assembly ..re'SQIU-

o.:f .apartheid

of the government

".',

.

5.
He recommend the full
1ution 2151 {XXI)

and immediate implementation

of 17 November 1966 on the question

of General Assembly r eso-

of Southern Rhodesia.

6.
We recommendthe full
lution

2145

and imnedi6,te implementation

of General Assembly reso-

(XXI) of 27 October 1966 on the question of South West Atrica.

7.
He recommend the full
tion

2184 (XXI)

and immedia.te implementation

of 12 December 1966 on the question

of General Assembly resollol-

of territories

under Portuguese

administration.

8.
vle especially

mental organizations

encourage and recommend that
use every means of persuasion

"the government of the United Kingdom to take
particular
pmfer

all

the use of force,

in the exercise

to put an end to the illega.l,

racist

member .states-ancL.non-govern~·

at their

all..neces.sary
of its

minority

commandto in:fluence
..jne.aaur-e s , including

in

powers as tbe administering
of So.u~n

J1hodesia.

II

9.
Werecommend tbat

the ties

people of Southern Africa

be strengtbened,

communications be establisbed
further
roles

apartheid

tbat

effective

and continuing

and the
means of

between NGOand tbe people .of Sou;t:bern..A:frica.

encourage non-governmental
in the liberation

between non-governmental.organizstions

struggles

organizations

to take more vigorous

and in United Nations

activities

He·',

and decisf1Te

to end racism,.

and colonialism.

10 •.

We intend
tbe conference

to add further

recommendations to

an rac.iSIll~.·colonia1ism..and apartheid

O\IT

position

during the course ··of

in Southern Afric~

Appendix A:

SNCCST,tTZ!JEET
on VIETNAH

January

6, ·1966

The Student Nonviolent C~oid.ind.tingCommittee'assumes its right to dissent with
United States foreign policy on any issue, and states its opposition to United
Sta.tes inva1.vementin the \'lar in Vietnam on these grounds:
',Ie believe the United States government hils been deceptive in claims ot concern
for the freedom of the Vietnamese people" just as the government has been deceptive
:in claiming concern for the· freedom of the colored people ;in such other countries a
as the DominicanRepublic" the congoI South ilfrica J Rhodesia and in the United
States itself.
. 1".
.
\le of the Student NonViol.entCoordinating Co:nrnittee, have been involved in the
black people 1 s struggle for liberation and self-determination in this country for
the past five years.
Our work, particularly,
in the South, taught U~ that United
States government.has never guaranteed the freedom of oppressed citizens, and is
not yet truly determined to end the rule of terror and oppression W,ithin ~ts ovm
borders.
.
~..Je
ourselves have often been victims ot violence and confinement e,xecuted by U.S"
government officials,
Werecall the r-uirerous persons who have been murci.~reJ.
in
the South because of their efforts to aecure their civil and h~nrights"
and
wnose murderers have been allowed to escape penalty for their crimes.
The murder
of Samuel Youngin Tuskegee, Alabamais no different from the murder of people in
Vietnam, for both Youngeand the Vietnamese sought and are seeking to secure the
rights guaranteed. them by law. In each case, the U.S. government.bearsa grea~ part
of the respcnsib~ility .for these deaths.
..
'.
Samuel Younge\1aSmurdered because U.S. !arT is not being enrcrced, Vietnamel3e
are being murdered because the United States is pursuing an aggressive policy in
violation of international law. The U.S. is no re5pect~r of persons or law ~h~
such persons or laws run counter to its needs and desires.
He recall tne indt.rference, suspicion and outright hostility
with Which our reports of violenoe have
been met in the past by government officials.,
.
~Je knov for the meat, part that elections in this ·countl'Y, in the North as vlell 2 s
ltJe have seen that the 1965 'Votirig :~ights Act and the 1964
the South, are not free.
Civil r.ights Act have not yet been implemented w:i.thfull federal poltlerand concern.
Wequestion then the ability and even the desire of'the U~S. goverrunentto quarantee
free elections abroad. He maintain that our country's cry of "preserve freedom in
the vlorldll is a hypocritical mask behind vlhich it scuashed liberation movement-s
'\'·!hichare not bound and refuse to be bound by the expediency of bhe U,S.• cold '\liar
policy.
Vie are in sym~;athywith and support the men in this country vIho areurmilling
to
respond to the military .draft Vlhichvould compel them to contribute; their lices .
t.o U.S. aggression in the name of the IIfreedomllve find So false in this ~rOUl1try.
~le recoil Hith· horror at the Inconsd.st.ency of this supposedly free societ.y Jvhere
responsibility to freecloillis 'ttluated 'Io.th responsibility
to lend oneeel.r to military
aggression, \1e take note of the fact that 16~;of the draftees from this country
are Negro, called on to stifle the liberation of Vietnam.• to preserve a Hdemocracyll
vmich does not exist for them at home.
0

•

, ..

1;1eask: -,mere is the d:cilft for the Freedom fight in the Upited Stutes?
\Ie therefore encouraGe those Americans uho prefer to·Use·their energy in building
de.nocrat Lc forms ~ri:thin the country. \ie believe tli:c~t~jorlcin the civil rights
movementand other humanreLtiol1s orCanizc.tions is D. vaHd ,,;:ltcrn.::.tiveto the dra f't ,
,fe urge all .lllleric<:'l1S
to seek this a'Lter'nat.Lve, knowing full \1Tellthat it may cost
t.hern their lives, as paini*ully as in Vietnicm.
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1. On March 22, 19rfi,aeven male Negr~ ~mployees fiieii' ~la:Lnts
with-th~'New_
York City Commissionon HumanRights, under the dirEtct1on,:o.:t.Wll11am",139otll,_
charging their supervisors with ~isc~ff4natoryl?;r~ti~es,,~~i',h,e,
~M:ofJ.,
a~ Job related training" anp, schpo11ng -. : ~,
,l',~,'~/i'
b. Pro~tions and advancement opportunit1es
.
c. Une<;lualand unfair distribution
ot work loads
A

,

"

-,

,

'

t,

2.
On March 23, 1967, five female Negro employees _fiie4_ comple.1nts w;l.th :tlle, same
Commiss:ton,charging similar practices on the part of' their stiperv1so,rs~ . '
r

~,

I,'

,.

.-

3. During the interim of the :t'il-ed compl~nts ~d tbE! Co,mmi~s:I.au.t,s
l,engthy investigation,
several attempts on the part of the Negro employees to meet With
responsible bank off'1c1aJ.s to resolve the differEmces were denied by the bank.

4.

After the compla.ints had been f:i.led and :t;heBa.Dk~officials notified, _tbQse
Negroes sbo had filed th~ compl,.~nts' and oth~r Negro~s f'riendly toward them
became the Victims of even IlOre :lntensifj,~d, discl\'im1~ion(
in~+~dat,~n, t+lSrassment, const ant sUl."V'eillance(as though they were criminals), insidious acts,
vicious remarks, and even press.'!U'edre_signations by Baak atitJ:l.Orities.

5. On May 3, 1967, a detai;I.ed report was ,submitt,edin'wtit:i~,t6'the
City
Commissionon Huiaail Rights, stat~~ the. continuati(,)!?-Of <1i{:lcrim;inatotypraetice$
and acta described above and off'ertng recolIDllendationsof the cOmplainants to be
submitted to responsible Bank orric1als' aa possible', flQiut:i;ons~o the racii3J.·
problems.
.
. . .
.
_<,

.

"

6.

Several attempts by the RumanRights Commissionto .p.pi~ ;_~hecciI}!Pla1:llaIl~Sandthe Bank officials
to a f'rt-sndlyconf'erence table werexle:t'Usedoy 'the B-~ autht)rities.
Thus, the Commissionwas f'orced to subpoena.th,e responsible ,Bankofficials
to a conference table on June 6-, 1967~- The BaUk' s' -represeritat!on at that' 9onference was so pathetic that
orie po:t:ntiil. the discussj,on, ,the 'attomey:f:rom the
Commissiontold the senior Bank offici~:
HI- Woul.d'like' to inform -you tliat some
of your replies to these 'people's questions are waY O~ in left field!" -
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7.

On June ;:>6, 1967, a Negro'emPloyee (prcvoke-rand harassed ,by OIl~ of-the -gullty
sUDervisors) "as discharged from the Bank because of some petty nonsen~ on the
Eight other Negro employ~s spoke up in' defense
'lart o f that S8:1lesupervisor.
of their co-vo rker , charging that the Jischarge 'vas unfair.
One by one; they in
turn -ere "ischargej from the Bank's employ am: told to leave the premises
i"11e-iate'y,
Nine men, most of ~-1hom
have wives and'cbil'dren,'lost
t:b.eir"Jobs
in less than one hour and a half!!
--",-'
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Appendix C

June

13, 1967

STATEMENT
TOAFRO-ASIAN
HISSIONSTOTHEUNITED
NATIONS
ONEVENTS
IN PRATTVILIE,
ALABAMA
The f'oLl.owangstatement 1 sent to all African and Asian Missions to the
United Nations on June 12, 1967, was released toda.y by. James Forman, Director
of International Affairs for SNCC("Snick")1
Dear brothers

and sisters~

Wereject the position of the United States government that intolerable
racism
in the United State~ is a purely domestic concern. He find this claim as hypocritical
as the claim of the racist government of South Africa that its supression
of the human rights of 1],000,000 Africans is an internal matter, or a similar
claim by the government of Portugal.
Such cla:iJns are typical of' colonial powers.
Wemaintain that unwar'rant.ed and brutal suppression of bh,ck people in the United,
States is a matter .of international
concern. Weare therefore addressing to you
an appeal for your moral. support, in the form of direct .or dndarect, pressure upon
that government which loudly proclaims its concern for the freedom of the Viet.nnmef'(3
people yet will not guarantee basic human rights to black people in this courrt.:i:"Y.·
1rJe make this appeal in the spirit
of SNCC
I S deoLar-a+i on, made formal in Ma.y, 1967)
tha.t it is a HumanRights Organization "";cQncernedw:ith human rights not. onJ.y in
the United States but throughout the world.
Needless to say, the suppression of the human rights of bJack people is a
long-standing reality in this country.
The immediate basis for our.appeal is the
r ec ent,'. attack on black people in Prattville,
Alabama, about which we would like
';.:.
to inform you at this time.
.
On the afternoon of Sunday, June ]1, a meeting of black people to discuss
political
organi~ing was held on the grounds of the St. ~~rkI5 church in Prattville,
Alaban~, a small town located in Ataugua County, about 40 miles· from Montgomery.
It is in this county that Mrs. IILadybird II Johnson has extensive land holdings.
The meeting was being addressed by former SNCCChairman Stokely Carmichael when
a police car drove up and an officer began harassing Brother Carmichael for speaking of "Black Power" to the gathering.
This officer was KimHill, who earlier
this year was accused of murdering a black prisoner in the Prattville
jail (he was
later cleared despite strong evidence of guilt).
Hill repeatedly harassed Brother
Ca.rmi.chae.L
for saying "Black Power-" and finally arrested him on charges of disorderly conduct and disturbing the peace, This was at approximately 5 p.m.

\

Black people in Prattville,
angered by the arrest, moved swiftly to protest
it at the jail and e.Lsewher-e , Gunfire was exchanged by black end white residents.
Later that evening, a meet.ing of black people was taking place in the home of Mr.
Daniel Houser, a local resident.
Ku KluX Klansmen and other whites began firing
on the house, where there were approx;imately 40 persons, the majority of t.hem
womenand children.
SNCCExecutive Secretary Stanley \Hse and Alabama.Field
Secretary Johnnie Jackson were also in the house. The police cordoned off a large
area of the community; newsmenand others were not allowed through. A unit of the
National Guard arrived from Nontgomery. The house remained under siege until
approximately 4 a.m. The local telephone opera.tor repeatedly cut off calls between
the house and SNCCstaff as well as newsmen. Rumors that Stokely Carmichael had'
been lynched spread in the town.
~

At about 4 a.m., police ordered those in the house outside.
Stanley \Vise,
together with Theophas Smith and Ulysses Nunley, two A1.a.bama.
volunteers working
with SNCC,were arrested on a charge of inciting to riot.
The other black people
went back into the house about an hour later and remained there until late in
the morning, Honday, June 12.
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',i'hat nlOl'l1in~.,Johnrri,e Jackson ,,'f :31\0(; .l'ep':)ri:.e,.~ tha.ti~he 'AlaQ~
St~te. Patrol--·
had i1taken over th~ t.own" And 1'la..'3~""·"··· ']:1~L:
.)c·.":.;i;., h,.,"", •.•.·,·, ",,,-,;,,,'O-·ul.o.,,,h,
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out.
of +"o'i'it1.. 1.1r. John H-.lle'!:.t"Chai.::.:.I:rV.lll
of the lowndel:'~ County Freedom Pa'Ilty, \'';8.S
..
badly beaten in front of the Houser home; Mr. Houser himself Was a.Lao pd.cked up
and beaten; SNCC worker vlort:.h Long was beaten.
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. 'I'hz-oughoubt.he nigh~, SNC~ offici!1ls had made appeals to the J'ustice Depar-b=
prot ect.Lon,
lYlr. John Dear- of that. Department informed the natiO!1M office of Sl-:CL; in Atlanta that people were Ilbotheringll rrrim, Doar-t s response
tYFifies the attitude of the federal government in this and similar sit.u.a_t,ion~.
which haye faced black people,

merr; for federal

.....-

Ataugua 8oun'f.y, in whd.ch Prattvil)e.iA ..located, forms part of t.he Alaba.'TIO.
"Black Belt" where SNCC has been working since 1963, This area is thus callee.
It
because of its high proportion of black reatdent.s and its rich black soil.
i~ equally notable for widespread terrorism,
particularly
by Ku IQ'IJ.X Klan, and:'
econcmi,c exploHation of black people 1'{11ich
has kept. them in conditions of extreme poverty for many years.
Ataugua County is adjacent to LowndesCounty, where
the first county Freedom OrganiZation ran candidL'.tes under the black.:panther
ballet symbol in November, 1966. They won sufficient votes to become an official
county political
party.
SNCC has help,ed to b~ild such parties
in other a'r"'las
of Black Belt Al.abama , alwa.ya in the: face of economic intimidation and the th-:.-:eat
'Who dare's to reg:h:t,r.:r t o vote or obbe rwise engage :Lt._
of death to any black pe176'On
politica.l activity.
Racist -suppresui:'>n> how·ever" is by no Im:;a.no J~,m; ·:...F!d to
Alabal'na..
Early in the morning of June 12, 3NCCChad.rman H" Rap Brown issued a brief
statement f'rom Chicago: IIIl' anything happens to the black people in the house in
Pz-at.t.v i.Ll.e, SNOO will call tor full r.;.taliatj.on by the b.Lack community. We
further feel that·this
is part of America's Gestapo tactics to destroy SNOC and to
co;nrr..:itt gonoe Lde against bIack pecpf,e , II
later that morning" a.t. a press conference in A1Q.e.nta,Brot,barlB:cownst.at.ed r
"Our course of action has been set , vie w:Ul no longer sit back and let black
people be killed by murderers who hide behind sheets or behind the badge of the
law. It is clea~ that the law cannot and will not protect black pRople. ·This is
The racist attitude completely dominates their r01at:~onship to the
no accident.
Werecognize and
black communityand ~s blatantly exemplied by their actions,
accept yesterq,ayl e action by raci~t white America as a declaration of "lar. ~ve
feel that this is a part:. o£ Amer-Lca te Gesta.po bact Lce to destroy SNCC and to commttgenocide against black people. We are calling for full I'p.taliation from the b Lack
communityacross America. Weblame Lyndon -Johnaon , vfe extend a calJ .. for b Lack _
brothers now serving in Vietnam to comehome to the defense of their mothers and
families.
This is their fight.
We say to brothers in the a~ned !orceG: If you
can die defending your motherland, you can die defending your mother. It appear~
that Alabama has been chosen as the starting battleground for America's race war~
For next to America1s Vietnam action,
This is both fitting and appropriate,
Alabama polls the highest death toll of black men • II
Yours in brotherhood,
James Forman
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