
Approximate Cb.ronolor;y of the Danville Hovement 

Introduction. ----.............. ~ 

Having reread the transcript of my seminar presentationD it seems 

to me that my version of the events of this past summ.er l'ms somewhat 

ttoverstructuralized": A particular kind of class structure is declared 

to exist within the Negro communit,y. That class structure is held to 
. 

have been modified 1n such and such a ~~r through the efforts of 

one .class to n1obilize the others to attain a given political objec.,. 

tive. The objective ~s no~ reached and the situation swings part or 

the 't-ray back again •• • 6etc. I wonder if. this sort of thing really 

gives the reader the sense of a criais. Is it tru~, as I imply 1n 

the presentation, that the course of a crisis is a:t least rouGhly 

determined by the configurations of pre-existing social classes? 

Or,. on the contrary,. is the disti nctive feature of a crisis the 

dissolution, at least in part, of the nor.mal boundaries of classes~ 
·-

't.J'i th the course of the action to be seen inste!-d i n t erms of elites~ 

masses, institutions, and charismatic individuals? To test this out, 

I decided, just for the hell of it, to set down. the events of this 

past summer, as I saw them a.lld heard of them, although not neceasair*i l y 

concentrating on my own experienc~es. :r. ala<O threw in a rather miscella .. , 

neous assortment of background information at 1·Iidely disparate levels. 
,. 

The material in the fo l lovJing pages has been eiv en some sort of . . -
analytic structurinr, as I have been continuously !)$ll ing the stuff .. . 

. ' 

over in my mind for the past y ca.Y'e But p:rteoi sely :Ln Hhat manner t ho 

material to f ol l m-t pr•esents a. stl'.~ctm"al cc:n~eptlon vi: t ha Danvi lle 



crisis at 'fariance with that of. the prcsentnt:ton . ~a 0 ~ lJ'his i s not 

somethinr; tha:t I particularly want to Horry about right now" Tzuros 

enour.h I've gobo I therefore sugeest this to the reader: Since either 

part can just about stand alone, read the presentation first and then 

the chronologyo Then give the thing to a friend, having him reverse 

the order. When both or you are finished, argue with each other 

about what it all means and get at the thing dialectically. 
-:~· 

The present writer, considering that he is about a year removed 

from most of the events described heroin, takes full responsibility 

for any and all factual Mistakes, errors, misrepresentations, cal'UIJ'I.nies, 

character assassinations, omissions, commissions, lies, damned lies, 
. . .. ' . . .., 

prejudices, slants, half truths, quarter truths, untruths, colored · 

lrunguage, white ·language, and all other forms of distortion which 

abound 1n this writing. 

1 



~~~~lo~y o:f ·1~ho Ds.nville Ho-vfJinent., -- -------
1960 0 _, Danvi ll e Chr i sti an Progress ive Ass oc i a ti on {DOPA } .fm..1ndedo e.:;1 
aff'ilJ.ate of the Southern Christian I.aadersh ip Conf erence {SCLC j 
Martin Luther King's organization., • 

May 1, 1960o Nine Iiegro high schoo 1 students stage sit- in to intearate 
the Public ("Confederate Memorial") Libraryo The ;Jolitical boss, c .. so 
Wheatley~ is deter.mined to resist integration despite Federal Court 
order demanding the integration o:f i:he Library; rn is mnarting :f'rom 
a blow to his power and prestige delivered by the Byrd machine in 1950 
when it declined to nominate him for Congress and quite possibly feels 
that rn is . in no position tc risk what might be internreted as a 
further sho1v of "weakness" o · 

July, 1960. ~-'lb.eatley stages a re.f'orenciurn permitting the ponulace to 
choose among five alternatives, including closing the library altogether ; 
opening it on an ":tnti#ated" basis with chairs; same t-rithout chairs; 
opening it on a se~regated basis (the status quo) in defiance of the 
r.overn.TJ:Brit; and Opening it· in the guise of a Sep;regated nrivate 
1foundation" o With the backing of the city government , the l atter choice 

winso This incident inspires Barry Golden•a whimSical Vertical Integration 
Plano Plans for the private foundation move ahead.., Judge AoM. Aiken 
donates his law books; etc o, etc o With the DCPA leaders momentari-ly 
r.aralyzed by these moves, a group of about 35 :middle-class t-Jhite 
'liberalsu (By Virginia standards, a "liberalu is anyone rarth~r left 
than Richard l~ixon who is not as far left as John Fo Kemedyo) , including 
Dro Sa11Ill91 Newman (A most interesting individualo By birth a Polish 
Jew~ he is a resident of many years' standing in Danville and ha.s amassed 
considerable wealth from his medical practiceo He is quite possibly 
the most intelligent man in town; and for this reason, as well as -his 
ability to keep silent most of the time but to be blunt, forcerul, and 
moralistic on the rare occasions when he does speak out; he is listened 
to by a segment of the upper am mit1dle classes. While he refrains from 
overt involvement 1n polities, he is on cordial terms with leaders on 
both sides of the race line and seems to cherish the role of interiiiediaryo 
But when the city government assumed an extreoo posture,. this. role " 
broke down, as it did in the cases of several other .. "intermecharies 
as wello)• who to all intents and p~poses were motivated principally 
by the desire to read books, began the circu"!.ation o.f a ~ti tion to 
have t.he 1i.brary reopened on a , public and, if neceasary 11 integrated 
basi so 

August, 1960o The petiti~n enlists mass support in the Negro (and part 
of the mi,'dle-claas white) . conmunityo Batlt- the city government does 
not budge, and several DOPA leaders almost bring about the acceptanae 
of a deal proposed by \~eatley: The charges against the demonstratnrs 
would be drppped in return for the acquiescence in the new arrangement 
by the DCPAQ But before this can happen, Wheatley receives a phone 
call ~om an unidentified party urging him to watch the TV newa broad?ast 
·that eve.ning 11 Doing so" he learns that Corning Glass Coo plans to build 
a plant at Durham ·N.c •• which remarkably resembles that planned for 
n&nvilleo In pani~, \iheatley assumes that Corning Glass has decided to 
move its plant elsewhere because of Danville's racial . crisis; be does 
not know that this it? merely another planto At the smae timet Negro n 
and "liberaln leaders prase Corning Glass for its moral posi ion (;fui .,h 
it has not in .fact assumed) in the crasiso Caught !'latfoo:d•tiorru.ng 
Glass now urges speedy resolution of the library crisiso bl~~ ~a 
rapidly arranges for the reopening of the library on a pu 
integrated b~siso _ 

cha,.rs (Vertical -Integrati on)., 
September, 1960o Librari reopens - - without 
Ch airs are ultLmately r cplacedo 



.. 
/ 

Al8o In 1960o Sit-:lns acco:nr~~:lish t he intepratio:n o.f a f~c)vl l u.r.;ch e&u:nto:c' so 

196lo ~he City o:f Danvi~le a~oli~be s all Inu..."'licipal ord :trwnceB specifically 
nrovid~nr f'o: segragatect .fao~llt~es in nubl i c a.ccom ·odations as well · 
as other man:t..fest~,l.,e.~tbtJ-. Cro"t.,.. legis lationo This of' course ch:sm.res nothing 
in such instances as"~he city ordinances merely supplemented state 
legislation in force, or v-1here segregation oould b0 maintained by other 
means# such as trass·pass laws" Thus,, theatoJ•s rennined ser,regated ~de1• 
a Vil"ginia state statute 'l>~hich is still the subject of litigatiorlrfMI:id 
restaurants eonth~ue to this day to rigidly ex9lude Negroes by meanS of 
tresspass laws. Nevertheless. buses and public parks1 as well as other 
facilities. are at least nominally integrated in 196.1.,~. 

'E.G. McCain, a Bull Connor cype, is appointed 6hief of' Pcliee" 
He plays favorites among his men (vJho number 86 in 1963) and is othertdse 
incompetent, ~ and as a result the morale and efficiency of the 
police department falls. Consequently, by the Spr'itlp.: of 1963 he :i.s L"l 
danger of losing his job because of the disgust felt by the city oli­
garchy for himo 

l962{t ~eipal elections are held in Novaubar• JU11a:n. R. Stinson~ s. 
eolol"less; nrs"rowmindedJI weak, and vacillat,.ng :machine hack$ by trade 
a Gener-al T.ire dealer~ J.S elected 11ayor. He rf:ltains T.E~ Temple,.. a 
sanctimonious conservative# as City l.tlanagero- Five machine conservatives 
at's elected to the City Council, as well as John w. Carter,. a walking 
stereotype Southern racist de!lUJ.gOgue who possesses -an admixture of too 
Virginia genteel tradition (This estimation is based on a moming's 
observation of him at t.nrk in a Federal courtroom.,. e.s well as on son~) 
of his pW.lic utterances. Re 5.s tall, gray-haired, -!and rdi stinguished'.}. 
looki~,pc speaking in a l"ich Virginia draw~ a.."'ld in full; reoonant ·tones\') 
What he has ~o say. thau.gh, is generally :p,lain ru.bhish. I would like to 
add the :following: Dick Bourne. Ha.'t'vard '64, 'Who supplied much ot 'Dl'1 
information on the 'White pa-ter structure, tells m that loo a1 scuttle but 
insists that Oa.rtar •s ratherit is an alcoholic, hiS: mother an alooholic 
and a dope addic,t,. his s1 ster in tn insane a.sylu:tu49 ·and , his daug hte:r a 
mental defeotive0 In conclusiong I would:.: like to mntion that Oartei" 
once honored me during a 01ty C~~,!lloo-'cin.s by referring to "Foss., 
Zellner~ and th~ir 1lke") . 'Who~~ ,.,ith the largest n~er of 
votes received by· any een!1da.te. Also elected SOL 1a Charles vloma.ck, 
a "liberal" {i.e 0 _. en Eisenhower Republican type) and publisher of "t;ha . 
Danv:t:t;te Oomme:t-cial (ippesl_p a weekly booster sheet publisl::ed on M:>nday 
m.ornings9 which reflects the views of bl sim s·sn:en d·esil"cus of' bringing 
fresh oe.pi tal into the town'" expanding tm consumer narka t• and in 
general diversifying the local economy end thereby esc~ iP.P. th~ economic 
suffocation wrought by the central position ot Dan River 1-!Ill s ( and 
secondarily the tobacco companies) in the local lalx>r n.arket ~d ill 
other features or municipal lifeo Since the established industries~ 
es eeially the 1-tlll~ have been t~adi11 onally hos·UJ.e to -tA'le entrance 
orp new capital into · the town (though this has becoi1'!3 dac!~easingly.· t~ 
in the ast decade}

9 
they have o~rated in an artificial.Ly protecce 

labor m~ke·t_, thus ras.kine; fol" a depressed l evel. of wages_o- The retail 
snd commercial businesS:o.en would l:r=.r·me like to see an industr.,.eJ. ie 
inflation!' consequent exr.>ens ion of consumer sponding and creditS! 
greater profits for thoraael.veso The trre.form" cliq_ue elected in .J.9 0 d 
has partially reflected their interestsgc but tho ~iomck people . wou~ 
like to go much further 0 , I -would also like to note that the panvinf::-£. 
R~ister (morning) and ~ (evening) 9 which are 4: under one owner_s P 
aiit aominate the bevrspa:oer fieldJ:) are Goldwator;~.te in 1deology1 audtre 
wobably re:f'lect the vievss ot the local oligarchy, wose po1~_!~1ft, Y 
consistently supported during the 1963 racial orisiso ... The QQ.l~ 
A al on the otbel" hand» called for reason., m.oder at:wns an o 

pP& p hi 
mealy-mouthedly platittld~ou~ tD ngiile Oity Council ere elected at 

.Note: All me~ers( ~ ~ ~ :a-vregistered in JuneD 1963t :ts thus 
la:rgei:l The Negro vote s.uvu ' t-wo 



rende :r.•ed ineffectual , since even assmning that all 2, 000 voted this 
1-rould not represent an impressive fraction of:~ say, the 10,000 \'O tes 
cast in 1962. Also, under at-large conditions, i t is difricult to 
mobilize a bloc · vote so as to -,unish or rel.rard individual candidates: 
The voters, es ·)ecially those of the lo-t.rer class Hhose political awareness 
may be poor, have much less sense of the specific objectives of their 
votes than ~~s the case w1 th single-member consti tuenci eso An 
instructive comparison might be the poor support given by the Roxbury 
com.rtlunity to the r-!el King campaign in the Boston School Oomm.ittee 
election of 1953o furthermore, this form of exclusion tends to discourae:e 
Negro registration in the .first pl.ace (especially where a poll ·cax 
exists 1 as in Virginia) o At least another thousand Negroes were registet• ed 
in Danville during the Summer !nd Fall of 1963 (800 by early Au~ust) 
as a result or a massive <;il"ive~ thourh it may be a long time be.1.ore t his 
increase has any effect at all on the city's electoral politics 0 · '11he 
next City Gouncil will probably be even worse · than this one~ since 
1/omack is politically dead., But or that, more latera 

Spring, 1963o Revo Campbell loses .first his radio program and then his 
insurance job. 

Late April -Mid-May, 1963. Mass demonstrations in Birnunr,hrnn receive 
national attentiono 

May, 1963o Student denionstrations paralyze the downtown area of Greansbor·0s 
N.C. (43 miles from Danville), .for three weeks(p 

May, 1963o The Danville Police Department is rocked by scandal as 
Sergeant Raymond Hall is arrested and charged with attempting to bribe 
a UoS. T?easury agent to keep silent about his illegal tra..ffic in bootleg 
liquoro For obscure reasons the goveDnment hands the case over to Judge 
Aiken's Corporation (i.e .. , State} Court. This assUPes an acquittal~ af nae 
the evidence against Hall consists or a tape recorded conve:t~sation 
between Hall and the agent, as well as the testimony o.f the a.gen t (who is 
a Hegro) 0 Judge Aiken throvlS -- . ~-; __ . :~ out the tape as evidence a:rrl. the all ... 
't-·rhite jury refuses to~ , .. _' ! . ,~;.,.believe the te3timony of the Uegr•o agento 
Hall goes free but 1-ic.Cairi, who disliked him previously for other reasons~ 
avails himself of the opnortunity to bounce him from the forceo 

Another sc~andal materializes as a City Oouncil~an accuses the City 
Engineer making illegal profits from public contracts 9 and is i n return 
sued f'or libel. . . 

The DCPA, ·under th"" glow or an appearance by l-lartin ru ther Kine in 
to~m in l.Jlarch, and receiving f'iery leadership rr'om Rev o Ca."''llpbell ;~ 
prepares for direct action a.fter the manner of' Birmingham and Grcer.l.S boro o 
Revo Chase is President (and a quaii-fipurehead ) ; CarapbelJ is Execut ive 
Secretary; J.'Irs. Beatrice ~~o Hairston (a retired hi r·h school teacher and 
member of the Negro upper classo She is the author of a history of 
Danville used as a textbook 1u both white and 1-Jee;ro hit:h s chools .,. a. 
stuffy and conservative volume which rives the most mi.nimal attention to 
the place o.f the Uegro comr.nmity in the city's history and wh~re it does 
mention the Ner.ro popul3tion the reference is o.ften un£1atte~1D8o But 
it seems that !-lrs. Hairston has become politicized in her ole: ar,eo At 
any rate, her DO?X post seems to involve little real POiver or poli~y­
making signif icanceo She is a good-natured and chatty old l ady , ana 
seems to be valued more for her . contacts - she knows Everybody in both 
Oity Hall and the Uep:ro upner class - than for her leade:ship abilitiesJ as 
secretary; and Julius Eo ~dams {a youne businessman~ ~·~~ - 1s founder and 
ovrner of thr~ Danville Tax~ Oo~, the Ner.r_o cab fi.set ·) ="~_;.-~;.. S::l 
~nant\l;tero · A1lJQ prorllinent .m the DCP.A al'$ Bi:tstor Wor~taek, · a b.arl>c.rshop 
()'w":trJ.e~J the Pinchbecks, father and son, also bu.ailleasmen; Attol ... neys 
A.Oo Muse, Harry Io Wood, and Ruth Lo Harvey Woodo Two ministers» Revo 
Alexander Io Dunlap and Revo Hildr eth Go HcGhee (tho former the pastor o:r 

+i y-.(; ~ 



t he Al\.ffi! C:hu.r•c h .and the la·c ter nastox, o f ' a churc"·1 in South 3o u:X>n$ 'Ja~ , 
thourh a Danv i l l e l"'e s i dent)St were c l os ely as scc: ig. t;ed :·;ith Rev,. Cl r,1r:Joe tl 
i n the leadersh i p., 

Iv1ay 31 (Sunday). Revo Dunlap leads first mass demonstration; 250 peopl e 
march down Main Street singing freedom sonr,s. No arrestso 

June 1-4. Demonstrations continue. Still no a!•r·''Sts. 

Ji.me 5. Rev. Dunlap and a group of Hegro teen-ar,ors stage a raid on the 
l-!ayor's office: Dunlap dema.r.1ds an interview Hith the Mayor, to no avail. 
The youths then sit in~~ Police arrive and make a fe\·1 arrests., Officer 
W.N. Morris (one of' I•IcCain's f'avorites) distinruishes himself 1.n "corabatn 
by half-choking a p;irl with his arm. Hhen she strue;rlos to frse h~·:lrsel.f',. 
she is arrested for assaultinr; a 'iolice officer. 

A special p.:rand jury indicts Campbell, Dunlap, and Adams on chcu->pes 
or "inciting the colored population to acts of v 1olence and t-rar ar,ainst 
the Hhite pop~lation;" a felony ':lUnishable by 5-10 yeors in pribsor1o They 
are .freed on :,.)56 000 bond. 

June 6o Judge Aiken hahds cl.Oim a suee')ing injunction prohibi tine partici­
pating in, incitinr, or encouraging demonstrations. The :i.njunction 
nrovides .for penal ties of u-o to six ynonths in jail plus fines of' up to 
$2000 

The DOPA leadArs seek immediate heln from SCtC end Hartin Luther 
King personally. They are stalled off. 

June .8. Judge Aiken• s injUnction i::;s thoroughly publicized a 

Campbell calls SNCC for assistance. Despite the fact that SI\CC pr•efr.:rs 
to work in rural areas and to manage its own projects, help is offered 
by James 'Fbrman, SNCC Executive Secretary. 

June 9. Avon ~v. Rollins, member of' SNCC•s executive co ·mittee , arrives in 
Danville. Be immediately calls f'or a mass demonstration the next mor•ning 
to test the injunction, hoping for 500 demonstrators. He is up till 4am 
at Nrs. llairston's House telephoning wire services and TV . net~r.Torks o 

June 10. 4am. foss arrives in Danville. , 
lOam. Avon Rollins and fos-.:; leave the Hairs tons' house and go 

downtm.m to meet the demonst!'ntors, vrho have assemble d in a municipal 
par'king loto There aro 50-60 of them, mostly (or almost entire l y)tcen-

llam. Demonstrators march, chanting a....lld singine;, through the 
do"t-mtom'l streets for the better part of an hour. They are in perfect 
order and a;)near to march in step, four abreast. The leader of the march 
is Thurman Echola, 17, a high school honor student. He later turns state's 
evidence. 

The demonstrators now mass near the top of the 64uy Hall steps and 
continue to sing. The police, who have been surroundlng and follmving 
the demonstrators since tho beginning of the march, now move in ana 
seize Echols and a few other leaders and drag them into the building 
to be booked. The remainder of the group n6v.T surr:es into the alley 
between the City Hall and jail, demanding to be arrested also . A police 
captain proclaims the demonstration a riot and announces that all other 
persons who do not clear out of the area at once ":.rill be "just as guilty 
as they are." A few moments later, the demonstrators are t...rashed out of 
the alley by high-pressure hoseso Enraged and terrified, they flee up 
Spring st., the Negro busines5 ~treet. Police s·woop dotm, arre~ting ll 
neople indiscriminately. On Spr~g Sto, a few demonstrators rock a sma 
foreign car whose owner allegedly had shouted, nGet out or my way, 
nigrers1" This is the only attested act of ttv:tolence" eom~itted by 
de~onstrators all sum-:er o (Note: The driver of t he e ar later f a l sely 

tf'L , . .,......... 



cha:r•ge& ln court that the demonstrat e rs t hrou trash barre 1 s and other 
~ea.vy obj: cts 9 :l.nfl ictine; sevo 1•al hundred doll ars ' worth o.f damage

0 
~n a.ctual~ty, ·tho car was not even scrat ched 0 ) A few demonst;:r•ators 
roundej the corner or Spring onto Floyd St 0 1 being hotly uursued by 
policeo The latter seize a 17-year-old boy 1o~ho was wal king t o the utility 
company orfice to pay an electric .bill o They drag him into an. entranceway 
and at least t~ro officers club him over the head 1dth blackjacks 0 

Avon Rollins and fos s are arrested to~hile attempting to photograph. the 
demonstrationo (Note: Avon Rollins at this time was 21 years old and a 
graduate of the Universit,r of Tennessee 6 He had distin~ished huaself 
i n l e ading protests in Knoxville 11 Tenno, during 1961-3.) 

A total of ~8 persons are arrested and held w1 thout bond on charges 
of violating Judge Aiken's injunct1ono Trial is set for June 17o Those 
under 16 are transferred to Juvenile Court and releasedo Male prisoners 
are transferred to the Farm where they are kept under miserably over­
crowded conditions, being fed grits for breakfast and two bologna sand­
wiches per man ror lunch and supper. The sandwiches prove al~ost inedible 
because or the heat. 

S pmo SNCC Field Secretary Bo~ Zellner and SNCC Coordinator Dorothy 
Mil ler arrive 1n Danvilleo Zellner is immediately arrested and released 
without charge o 

7 Pino SNOC Field Secretary Ivanhoe G. Donaldson arrives in Danville 
and is arrested after asking directions to the High Street Baptist Churcho 
He is charged with operating a car with def'ectiv·e hand brakes. 

8 pma A demonstration in fromt of' the City Jail protesting the 
morning's mass arrests is broken up by mass police brutality. See pp.l4-15 
of t he presentation. 46-48 p ersons are treated for injuries at Winslow 
Hospital. . . . 

Late evening. Two members of SNCC•s Freedom Singers, Cordell Reagen 
and a girl whose name I cannot remember, arrive in Danv1lleo 

~ 11. SNCO Staff Photographer Danny Lyon arrives in Danville. 
Demonstrations continue all day on Main and Patton Streets. No arr ests 

arQ made, possibly because of the presence of large numbers of newsmen 
and ~~I . agents as a result of the previous day's events. . 

Juaf' ;t2o Demonstrations continue all day until about 4:.30pmo Again no 
arrests are made. 

Attorney !eo Brandt of San Francisco, Cal., tli~s in because, "I 
t hought you might need a lawyer here." He persuades Judge Aiken to set 
bon d (probably under threat o~ a· writ of habeas corpus in US District 
Court}lfor those arrested on June 10~ The demonstrators are then bonded 
out (be~reen 4-5pm) at $500 each. 

4Pmo SNC:C Bxecutive Secretary J~s Foi'man is arrested along 't-lith five 
.._other persons shortly after his arr•ival in Danvilleo He had partie! ... 
pa~ed in a sit-in at~Howard Johnson's restauranto 

j,.J((Ji~Pitt"j c:((} lt ll.s 
JUne 13o 5pm. 150 demonstratorSAcrowd onto t he City Hall steps and prepare 
to sit all nir:ht or tmt11 Hayor Stinson agrees. to negotiate on the DOPA 
demands for m1inic i pal jobs and inter:,ration of al l public facilitics 0 The 
demonstration is led by Rev. Chase, Rev o l-1:11 ton Ao Reid of Petersburg. Vao 9 
state president of SCTJC, James Forman, Bob Zellner, and Dorothy E:lll ero 

7Pmo A menacing aer-regation of' ab0ut two dozen lvhite toughs and thugs 
assembl es on Patton Sto, opposite th. e City Hall. The po.1iceg using as a 
pr et ext tho ~ossibility of violence, seal off the City Hall aroa to motor 
and pedestrinn traf f' ic o Since no instance of spontaneous whi te violence 
occurred all summer, tho poss ibili t y exists t hat the 'lrrhitos Here directed 
to the scene b~r the nolice t hemselveso 

8~mo Over 350 persons attend a mass mer t ing at t he Bible Way Chur ch o 
l~eanwhile, Chief l·lcGain r efuses t'o pcrmi t nev o Campbell to send food and 
blankets to the dc:·t1r·nstrat.ors on the C:i ty Hall steps 0 The poli ce are 
permitting persons to leave 11 but not to enter, the vicinity of the Gity 
Hall~ The mass meeting continues a1.1 evening in a mood of tense e.nticipa ... 
tiono [) ~ J~-



llpmG Avon Rolli ns , b y dint of strenuous oratorySJ ore;an i zes a r;r oup 
of 200 pet, sons to march to the City Hall an{! the r eby f orce tho isrnte 1\rl th 
tho ~oliceo He ap~oints Cordell Reagon and foss as leaders o At about 
11:55 the demonstrators are confronted by a massed col~~ o£ police at 
the corner of TJynn and Patton Sts . , ..,a.bout a block f'rom the City I!all o The 
y>olice very nearly beat up a whitEf.\'lfuotographer who is saved only by the 
intervention or the noliee lieutenant in comm~ . The latter then orders 
Cordell Reagen to send his people back home . ("Uow, t-re 're reasonable 
people, and we want you to be reasonable too . ") Cordell tries to stall 
for timo , but the lieutenant then in addition r efuses to permit tho 
~oup to march back 1n an organized body, claiming that he baA orders to 
disperse this crowd . " He gives the group five minutes to clear the 

corner. As the people turn to march away, the police fire tear gas into 
their mids~ , sending them into headlong flight * i th t he poli ce in hot 
pusuit, wielding clubs· and firing an occasional shot . About si x persons 
w~re hospitalized , and persons streamed into the Bible way church for 
half an hour, their clothing torn and bloody. 

12 midnight. Meanwhile , on the City Hall steps, t he demonstrators 
had continued to sit uatil Mayor Stinson sent word that he t~uld meet 
with a committee of ten leaders at lOam the following morning . But now, 
shortly attertvard , Chief McCain materialize's wi th tt.vo fire trucks , whose 
hoses are pointed directly into the midst of' the people. At this :moment, 
40 crash helmeted police burst throur,h the City Hall doors directly 
behind the demonstrators . About half the peopl e flee in terrorQ The 
rest remain -under Forman's leadership. Chase and Reid escape into a 
waitinr, car . McCain, about to give th~ signal to turn on the hoses , i s 
momentarily shaken when Forman shouts, "~VF.AT A~i-.: YC.U lX IUG?" Forman seizes 
this open::..ne to lead the !'eonle off to sa.f'etyo 

lam. As the battered fueitives stream back into the Bib l e ifay Church, 
a hir,hly charged meeting takes place . Speaker a.f'ter spealrer addresses the 
maddened and terrified people o Finally 1 Reid declares~ 11 \ve have won a 
great victory tonight." Most c£ the people prefer to believo t his! since 
Under these conditions it is difficult to believe that the situat on 
could get much worse . They refuse to discern the hard politi cal fact of 
the absolute determination or the city government to crush them. Several, 
however, are skeptical as to the mayor ' s good faith in calling tbe 
conference. All, however, are agreed that there would be no appeasement of 
the city officials in the choice of representativeso Those chosen 
included Forman, Reid, Campbell , Chase, Dunlap, • ..._ , ¥..rs . Hairston 
JUli us Adams , Mrs . Hughes (see presentation, p . 18) 1 Len Holt (a promlnent 
Neero civil rights attorney and charismatic orator from Nor~olk va. 
who had al·rived in tm..rn early on the 13th and was being retlilil!e~ by the 
DOPA for the le~al defense of demonstrators at the rate of 075 a dayo 
I~ had already agreed to represent several dozen persons . ) , and a tenth 
person whose nrune I forgeto The meetin~ disbrunds i n a mood of hirh 
anticipation. 

2am. foss ' car, 1-ritb this t-Jriter drivinf , and containing as passenr;ers 
Forman, Avon Rollins , Danny r~on, gnd another person, is stOpped by a 
, 1 11 ' trroadblock consistine of a state riot tank t-.rith mounted ma.cloline 
guns, a police cruiser., and several local and stnte ··1olice lri th dogs 
plac'd about t~-.ro blocks from the 13ible ~·lay Church . All inside arc rr!sl<:od 
and the car seni-ched (But the police fortunately do not find Danny Lyon 1 s 
crunera, hidden under debris and filth on the floor or the car, and 
containinr, valuable shots of the scene at the City Hall at midnirh t .. 
Danny had ~osed as a racist and won t~ confidence of the Danville . 
ReE5ist~. photf"'lgrapher, who even gave hJ.m some or his own. picbures vlhJ.ch 
\vere beine kept top secret and Hhich SNCC later published . ); Th~ cop 
waxcii, very moralistic about 11you leaders sitting bnck here .~.n comfort 
while your. people are being beaten up,,11 and then permits us to go on our 

wayo June 14Q lOam. The 1-~ec;ro representatives enter the mayor t"s office to 
find Stinson surr•ounded by state troopers. Stinson announces that he tdll 
not meet .with "crininalsn, meaning Campbell, Dunlap ,. an:l Adaraso len Holt 



we.lks out :ln dl:sgus t m:.J.c1 is immea in);ely a r re s t ed :f'or vi ol :1ting t r .e 
i n jurJ.n"tion v havL"'lg been sr e:n in. t ho vi c init y of th e C:lty EalJ. t he 
previous day (He is qu.:.ckly r elensed in ~500 bond .. )o Gem·obe ll '!J Dunlap, 
and Adams voluntarily "t..ri thdra.'tv and atWe ~~ trre r enm.in.ing 
six are treated to a brief harrangue and thrown out. End of conference .. 

Norning. The City Council passes a new ordinance outlawing all demon-
strations!tiJ t u.._ except under the conditions ·specified on pa re 2) of the 

presentat~on. Penalties for violations are to range up to a year in jail 
and/or a ~500 fine. During this session, Carter denounces Womack for 
his association with Dro Nevro1an. Carter also introduces a motion of 
confidence in the mayor and his policies during the racial crisiso 
Womack decides not to ,risk a breach! and the motion 1s carried unanimouslyG 

Also on the 14th \I believe\ St nson announces the formation of 
a Special Committee !o advise him during the duration of the racial 
orisiso The three m~bers are the cteneral manager of Den River Mills, the 
manager of the Corning Glass .plant, and ex-mayor Curtis H. Bishop, now 
president of Averett College. 

8pm. This night's mass meeting is held in the TI1rh Street Baptist 
Church in an atmosphere of gloom. Attendance is off. In addition, police 
have surrounded the church, holding warrants for the arrest of 16 · 
individuals# including Forman, Bob Zellner, Chase, Dorothy Miller, Danny 
Lyon1 Ivanhoe Donaldson, Cordell Reagon, and others, for violation of 
the :tnjunction. But Forman had left -WIM in the early morning, while 
Dorothy Hiller and Danny Lyon got out ot: t01m at 3 follot-ring a hair­
raising escape. Cordell Reagon had also gone. 

June 15. A skimpy crowd ot: 40 persons shows up at the next mass meeting, 
scheduled for 2pm at the Hirh Street Baptist Church. In lieht of the 
terrified state of the people and the confusion of the leadership, Bob 
Zellner quickly decides on an im.m.ediate demonstration to challenge the 
nevr ordinanceo 18 persons march do,mtown and are all arrested, including 
Bob Zellner, Chase, Thomas c. Holt, a student leader and a senion at 
Howard, and tae t:osso 

8pm. Another small demonstration takes place: 17 persons participate 
and are all arrestedo 

June 17. Trials begin in Judge Aiken's court of persons arr ested on Juno 
10 under the injunction. F~ell Barksdale, 17, a high school student, and 
Ernest Howard Smitp, 38, a cab driver employed by Julius Adams~ are 
convicted and sentenced to 90 days each, 45 to be served and. 4.::> to be 
suspended. They are sent to the Farm. Judge Aiken deni es bond while the 
convictions · are being appealedo The lruvyers meanwhile have petitioned 
US District Judge Hiehie for removal of tho cGses to his court •• Hichie 
sets June 24 as the date on \.rhich he will hold hearings in Danv~lle as 
to· whether or not he will reMand the oases to Judge Ai ken o . 

June 18o Trials resume. Thurman Echols pleads guilty and is sentenced to 
2 days on the far.m and 30 days suspendedo A girl also pleads cuilty. 

Aft~rnoon. A small demonstration 16 persons , mostly women, arTested. 
Bvening. Ancther small demonstration, 17 persons arrested* 

June 19. Judge Michie has issued an order ha.ltine trials pencling the 
outcome of his hearing 0 The movement lai·ryers counsel a halt to demonstra-
tions. 

June 2la The special grand jury indicts 11 more persons for inciting to 
racial violence including Avon Rollins, Bob Zellner, foss (the latter 
two having been'released undor $800 bond the day be{or~)t F~r.m~,) . 
Dorothy !,!iller, ChaseiflRieidG Rev ·n!f1~;i:u~~;;~r ::~~~ m~R~sle~, who 
Len F..olt and Rev. \v - am ray, . . . h . t t t 
had, the" week previously, ••• & ra'imade several hir,hly o arged s a emen s 
in tho course of a CBS television interview which the Danv~l}e c*§Y 000 000 
government fotmd offensive to the exten~ __ t;hat tl:ey st'b9d C3S or ·J ' ' 

Jf-n rl nmnr.es Ill ~ 



Police once m.ore surr·ound the Hich St1~eet Baptist Chur e h o A.ft er· the 
t;tass mee ting Avon and Bob , alhonr; 1vit h SNCC vwrker Cortl and Cox# attempt 
r.o escap~ in order t o brine; a f'i l m documenting t he June 10 brutalit ie s t o 
t he Just~ce De p artment in 1/ashington, but ar e dr i ven back i n s ide by 
police eunfir e. They spend the nirht inside a locked office in~ the 
church as the police patrol outside the build1nr.. 

JUne 22. 7arn. Cox quietly sliy:>s out t·ri th the f' ilm. 
8 :4.5am. 'Vith Rev. Can:\Pl,)ell and three other bystanders nrosent, police 

br e ak into the church and smash open the office door . They~ ar.rest Avon, 
I3ob, and i'iili•:foss, accusing thom o:f conce aling a c:un on too pren1iscso 
This charge is never formalized , but it appears in the newsna:pors and is 
widely believed, even by Negroes . · 

JUne 24. Judge Michie opens hearings and reverses the convictions o~ 
Barksdale and Smith as illegal since the c :~ ses were uncler his jurisdiction 
at the time of the trials. The prisoners are released , havix~ been beaten 
by guards on the Pa.rm. 

June 25. Hearings are concluded . 

June 26. Len Rolt is arrested wtile returnin~ to Danville . 

June 27. foss is finally released as the $5 , 000 bond money 1s r aia ed with 
great difficulty. 

June 28 . Martin Luther K!ng holds a mass rally 1n Suffolk_. Va o, wi t h 
.5,000 persons present. His speech is also carried by radio t hrour.h larce 
parts of louthern Virginia and nortrern l~orth Oerolina. Kinr; c alls for 
a mass descent upon Danville on July 3, and promises to arrive w:t th his 
en tire "task force" . 

The above event marks the closo of the first phase ,and the beei nning 
of the second nhase of tho Danville crisis . During thistfirst month of 
action the following eenaral developments occurred : 1 

First, the ori["1nal shock and f'luidi ty in tre situation bad di ssipated~ 
The crisis was nou clearly routinized . The movement md ole arly fai led 
to ach~eve 1ts announced political objectives and Clearly could not do so 
without massive outside intervention (from either the federal gover nment 
or J.llartin Luther King or both) to offset the external resources o.f for ce 
avai1ab1e to the eity government. Those willing to demonstrate were by 
now r educed to a bard core of' students and attendance at the daily mass 
meetings was downo The number of sympathizers wns sti l l large however, 
as lvitne ss the i"nct that the DOPA published a petition o:f 1,0~0 names vi a 
a full page advertisermnt in the Bee on ,June 24. The movement, in short, 
survived, and by this fact alone n-compelled the city government to 
maintain Danville in the state of an arned camp, since the a1 ty official s, 
or those interests behind thEm, refused to contemplate compromise. or 
even negotiation (tt/illiam Geogoogan, a Justice Departrr.ent m diator , faile d 
to persuade *h Stinson ar.d other officials to negotiate substantively 
during June 17-20o The mayor had hpped to split Chase and Campbell and 
f orce a quick capitulation, but railed and tentative talks were broken 
orr., lfu.ch reliance had been _placed on the assumpt ion that Chase was. 
ac cording to the Bee , more ttpacific u than other leaders ... 'Which might 
explain uhy he l-TO.S not indicted al ong v:rith Campbell , Dunlap ~ and Ad ams­
but l'l..e did not yield to the city's domaril. that he order the cessation of' 
&~lomonstrati ons as a precondition to further re gotiation.o ) o The 
movement lenders uere bceinning to acquire creator sophistication and to 
vary and elaborat e their or :i.r,inally crude c oncep tions and me~hods~ The y 
1-1ero- o:lso· pr oceeding ~vith the _rati0na.lizati~:n: o~ ad:·J~is~r,ati on. and .. 
finances · ui'thih the mover10nt itself o- nut ,,m~I~ t he DC .. :1A le_ aders 1·tere 
abandoning the idea of a qui ck and 0 8 SY vi ctory i·rith lo~ol resource~f 
they se-emed· to have no clear co~ce ,.,tion of tl~eit ~) os t-cri sis r ole , 
.... mr ~m~h rol·n 1-rou lc be come no ss ~bl o.. e_..' 1,A f-



. , The c:L ~Y r: overn1.:1.e:D.:t end pol it~(-~, for t he :! .. r ]X t::r.>t ~ ·H.s,r e perf'2eti :nr; 
-cr e i r rrmchHle r y of r;error o They H(::re abandon inP'_. t b o ·u"" o of "'-~"'"'"'r.' '---1'-":.t . ., ., i·>,r 
t h b • • e i b th i ' <.> '- ' ...._. .... ,_,.._, U · L•. <:.J •• L "J :1 

ere y m1n 1.nuz nr; o nvc~n~ir;ati on by the J?"'.3 I &"1.d. th.e pr e tJence o:f 
reporters o Brutality cont inued to be used agai:ns t s e lected i ndi v iduals 9 
ho"t·rever. They now increasingly relied on t ho cor r osi ve eft'e c t s of' constant 
surveillance of the raove:m.ent headquarters, t h e constant tra..l.lilJ.g by 
police cruisers of cars lli!Nd:riven by persons known to be suppnrtine tho 
movement and the arrest of the latter for 1uilnor traf'f'ic offen s e s whenever 
possible, the tapping o.f dozens o.f telephones including even co in boxes 
near the movement headquarters and in public places "Where mover!'B nt 
personnel were knov1n to congregate 1 midnight raids tQiii!l!Miil aud other forms 
of pressure used a~ainst persons knotm to be providil1g housing f'or 
"outside agitators 1 withholding of unemployment insurance due to 
demonstrators by the state officials in charge of administering federal 
funds, · expulsions from. public housing pro jeets, the f:trlnc of demonstratcr: 
by private employers, economic losses suffered by demonstrators when 
the courts required their appearance even when no trials were poss iole, 
and possibly most important, compelling the movement to rai s e vast amounts 
of band money. 

It was also clear, by this time, that marly all segr.1enlis or the 
white community would reindn polit~ically pas<Jivo during the crisise 
There would be neither substantial liberal opnosition nor white mob 
violence. I3ut the situation did permit the leading extremists, McCain 
and Carter, both formerly out of favor td th the city boss, to improve 
their political posi tiona and their popul~ty with the "respectabl e" 
public (McCain was given a public service award ·by the Amerlcan Legiono l o 

By the end of Jnne the interest of the nat i onal press in tho Danvill e 
situation had virtually disappeared. This provided still further cover 
for the pol ~.ce repression. 

Finally, it was ·by now strongly indicated that neither t he Just ice 
Department nor the federal judiciary t-rould or could intervene decisively 
in favor of the m6vemento The FBI collected larRe nur11bers of sworn 
statements as to police brutality end investigated jail conditicns, but 
this had little effect other than perhaps to mi t1.gate or forestall some 
of the more blatant snd open forms of police violencea The FBI was 
strongly suspected or leaking inforraatic•n to the police, thourh this t..rns 
never proved. Also, Judge I1ichie "t..ras obvicusly in no hurr'Y to grant legal 
reliefo 

June 29. Mayor Stinson, in a message published in the B~~ster, 
warns all citizens against "harboringn any nagitators 11 who mJ.e;fit enter 
the city to stir up trouble. He hints darkly about "subvez•sives". Tbe 
same newspaper also announces that 7 Negro children vrill ent er previmlsly 
all-white schools in the fallo They all tur.n out to be the ch i ldren OT 
grandchildren of DCPA o.ff'icers (including C~tpbell _and_ Cha~o) or oth er 
persons associated t-1ith the movement. This 1s ap ·· arently eJ.thor a bribe 
or an attempt to convince the Uegro comPttmi ty that the loaders are 
selling out. 

Police take steps to seal off the city in anticipation of King's 
arrival and of the descent of 1nasses of people tmom.Klng has d irected to 
descend on the city. Rumor has it that throe Negroes wore s e ized by 
police ~s they left a Greyhound bus for a rest stopo 

Jane 30o Rev~ Doyle·J. Thomas, pastor of the Loyal Baptist C~urch (see 
presentation. p

0
ll), denounces King f'rom the pulpit during hJ.S SO~UOno 

Be' claims that local people can handle the situation themsel ves. He 
accuses King of selfishly seeldnr, pm.rer and prestige (l~ote: this mi ght 
-oossibly ha~e been a.n attempt to recover pm..rer ~p~st~ge ditfh1n1 t~:gx•o Negro com~unity for himself~ his NAACP chapter, e ra ona o 

upper· c·lasso. _ 

JUly 2., The city· c:ondemns: Peters Park9 a rat~y grandstand in Almagro in 
.hich the DCPA had planned to .. t;old the Kine .m~otin~,- as ~snf'eo 

u The city petitions Judge l .. hchic for an _ ;nJunct~on a.gmr.l.St demonstra-
_ _____ ___::-=: .. ....... o! -- A 



t; ions as n. l"e su1t of King= s act:l.vl ties.., 

July 3o 9am.c Hovement leaders are served '.ri t h Judge Htcb ie 's injunction., 
10 amo Heid brings worll that King cannot come that ai"ternoon 

because of "an im!)ortant meeting that demands his personal attentiono" 
llame With the King threat eone for the moment, the city gracious­

ly grants a perl-;'Jit to use Langston High School athletic .field for the 
meetinco 

L1.-6pm. The meeting is held• "'1i th Rev. Fred Shuttles,..rorth of 
SGLC . standing in .for King. Three police cars f'illod with cops, inclu<l ing 
McCain himself'• park • t " Mpbeside the speaker's platfonu. but this 
does not inhibit the oratory at all. Campbell points to l'1cCain and shouts, 

"THAT HAN BEAT l1Y 'v'i!FEl" The entire meeting r e sembles a grotesque ldnd of 
Fourth of' July ceremony in reve~ se. L1 f 

-(k..J)CfA P"'d¥e~ ,,,h d f,1,....je. 0JP,ce._ on /1/o(TJ-(jnr,;"' ~ . . 
July 5o Large scale picketing gets underway on Main and Patton Sts. and 
in front of the Dan River 1·1ills · em·')loyment office. The pickets obey the 
letter of the· June 14 ordinance. ·; ,.lj~ 

Afternoono Judge 1-fichie dissolves his ' inJunction but re~·,1az1ds the 
injunction and ordinance cases to Judce Aiken. This latter decision is 
despite the fact that the Justice Depa.rtm9nt has filed an amicus c uriae 
brief charging that Aiken wears a pistol in the courtr•oom and that he 
is openly biased against the defendants. 

King's arrival is· now rescheduled for July 11. 

JUly 1. A large crowd attends an afternoon mass meeting at the Bible Way 
Church to hear Campbell and other speakers, who exhort them to a rene1-.ra.l 
of demonstrations. Black Muslims show up, do a lively trade in Muhammad 
Speaks among th<) curious, but attract no further interesto ~ 

JUly 8. A massive voter registration c~mpaign gets under way under the 
direction of SCLC's Herbert Coulton. 56 persons register on the · first day. 
setting an all-t~e city record. 

Picketing is intensified in dm<Tntown Danville o 

July 9~ ~icketing still intensifies in downtown Danville and in f~ont of 
Dan River Mills r Schoolfield plant o SNCC worker Sam Shirah at·t;racts 
notice by parading t-rith an American flag "ttl Ill Ut before the City Hall. 

JUly 10. t-!orning. The barricades in front of the 8ity Hall steps. 1:mich 
had been taken doHn a few days before, are replaced. 

4pm. Bob Zellner organizes a lie-in at the employees' exit gate of 
Dan River lUlls t Schoolfield plant~ The demonstrators, includine; Sam 
Shirah and Claudia Edvmrds of COR"2, are declared und.-=,r arrest when 
police arrive. A Mill executive says something to the police, imo then 
withdraw admonishing the pickets not to leaveo After the shifts have 
changed, 11 the pickets lel!,ve and lie do1m. in front of a truck exit .. While . 
~his does not seriously inconvenience the truck traffic (there is ano~1er 
~xit) the scone is recorded by reporters, photofraphersR and televislin 
newsm~n The four demonstrators bear signs accus_ng Dan iver o{ disci -
minatio;;. sup0 orting segregation, and violation of the fa~· emp o-,men 
prov1sio~s of its government contracts. No arrests are maae. 

Dorothy Day, editor of the Catholic Worker• joins a picket line 
do-vmtovm. as the picketing reaches its heighto . 

Evening. The City Council revises the June 14 ordinance to ban all 
picketing without a parade permit approv~d by the Chief of Police 30 days 
in advance. The vote is 7-l, the dissent~nr; vote being east by \voma:ck. 
who has finally decided to break 't..rith Carter. The , latter submits a 
petition to the Council from an soortment of rabic: ly segregationist 
citizens, and asks for the Coill?-cil' s approval, \vhich he obtains~ with 
Womack again casting a dissent~g voteo 

JUly 11 o 10t·8am.., Pickets leave tlw Eigh Street 3apt ist Church, but are 
-----~- --- i 1'1 ...... --~ 



pol ice l J&..rn them that tbey ttill be r.:x~re st~d 1-io s ii !''-' t urn 00 t h A c '~l l'l"'"c:h 
b t Slrcr' F:l.f 1 ., C' t ' ~!" ttl ' ~ u ~. ' - L . .... ,. JJ u • v J..e c . .::>e cre m.,y l·•a no·~-r Jcne13 ana. another• ;·n<; l~et m.arch to tb o 
City Hal l and ·,ickot unmoleste4. · · 

11 :30arno Sam Shi r ah and fo s s are s eized by de tectives and s tatn 
troopers Hhile observi ng t he scene before t he: t!ity Hall . Shirah' is beaten . 
by f'o~- - ~e_t~c_t ~':'es _ in~ide _police he Ddqnarter s . His r i rht l e r is badly 
t-wi s tec1 ana h:i s e 1 (j t h :U:l['; :n r· t orn41 .. . . '' ... ... . . ~ ' ' . . . .. ' . . . .. . . ' 
. . .A.f't r; rnoc~. ' 1rlaves o f s t).ldent s march d01·mt01·m in rosry onse t o the arre s t 
of Shi:I'ah arid f'oss •. About 6o are arres tedo .· . . · · . 

. · f0renine c, ~ng addresses a mas s hieie tihe at t he Ei r,h st. church. About 
$4; 000 is collected , . i ncliK1ine contribu:tions f'r oni Jeuish merchants t-iho 
~.at _ l>~~ ·-h?p,~e .}'9~ . " ~~~~er f ;ro?m ~J:¢,,P2!'1\ ,?oy~ot~ ' · : w~i~h has : tr~ciu~llt t?~en_. 
~~~f!~~m~~~ta~;e~~!v:to~'t~!bi~~vit~ i~a;:;at~v~e~~~~;n~!~~,P~~~~osg 
But about 100 people are sufficiently fired by enthusiasm to march 
dovm.town onyvray. They are met by nolice . HcCain tells th om, n~Vhy don' t you 
niggers get on back 'tvhere you carne from?" They are then d i s pe r sed. 
Thirteen persons are arrested , including Chase and hatthevr Jone s~ 

July 12G Demonstrations continue . 30- 40 more arrests are r.~de , maki ng a 
total of' over 110 now in jail. 

July 13 • . Wyatt To Walker , one of' King ' s aides , proryoses that Campbel l 
conserve his forces for a huge , decisive ''D-Day" . 

July ~$ Buford Glendale Holt , a pfc at Ft . Bragg and home on furlough , 
announces that he is willing to demonstrate . Bob Ze llner arranges for 
him and six others to march in front of Stinson' s home . W\ Hol t marche s 
in unifom, carrying an American flag . The demonstrators ~>J iclre t f or 35 
minutes and are arrested . 

JUly 15. The commanding general at Ft . Brarg issues a hold order to 
prevent Holt from being re l eased on bond . Secr etary of De:rense McNamara 
issues a directive forbi dding military personnel to demonstrate in 
uniform. Holt ap-pears to face court martial . (Uote: He snent 1~5 days i n 
jail, until he '!.'laS f'inally r eleased thanks to a petiti on to HcHmnara and 
President Kennedy aski ng his release o) 

July 16. DC'PA attorneys file petitions with Judge Simon Sobolef f of the 
Fourth Circuit Court of ~peals , asking that he hold hear ings t o decl are 
the injunction and ordi nance 1mconsti tutirnal . 

JUly l f/ . Dan Riv er Mil l s, react ing to a mass demonstration held on July 10 
before its New York (Wal l St . ) office by SNCC, has the Jim Crow signs in 
its plant facilities W t paint ed out o It also announ ces that the 
employee Training School has been integrated . 

July 19o Mrs o Jacob Karro of Bethesda, Hd . , wife of a Labor Department 
executive , arrives in Danville to de1,1onstrate o Bob Zellner , t'l i t h 
difficulty (because or the i! ·J·•Iinence of' D-Day, schedul ed for July 21, and 
the consequent un~·lillineness of' peoijle to take smaller -scale events 
sericusly) 1 arranees for _si~ oth~r ~'ersons tq P,emonst rate yi th her .; All 
seven are ar· · e ~ ;tecl . (JJofe: J, +?-. .,..t ~t -/1...~5 ~ lv.ve e~ £"'-.f(J ~p~ tJ"!' Jr,../y J.J.., ) 

Evcningo SlWC t·rorker Hnry Kine and Hary Colliris, a l~c ati onal Gu ardian 
~ reporter , flee the city on a rur,1or that the 1~· S!)ec l al grcmu -
jury is T)re11arinr; further indictments . It does not do so, hm·rever . 

July 21. D-Day is )ost:·)onod one 'trooko CarJ.?b0ll collects ~itt~n pl edr,es 
to de111onstratc. The r>ol.ice use th"' bl.,oath~nc s:)ace to sh~p pr~soncr s to 
jails in Chatham anc1 Halifax, Vao Shipments to Cha~hrun arc hal ted e..fter .. 
tho local Herro . co~~l 'Unity holcl.s a mess nteotlnc (ad~. re s soC. by"Avon Tiol~~ns 
and :!3ob Zellner) anc1 leaders vrarn the mayor of Chatham that, If you f1.ll 
that jail you're r oinr: to do it with Chnthmri ryeo·:1le o u ;t 

----...!~~....!:!...:::==:..!.'-· · , r:.. , -c \1 e w 



Jhly 23~ Shirah and f'o s"' a,""'' r..,e, ~'"' osed ... - '-' • ._ \:.. ,1 r ...t..YCl J 0 

quest o f c_o 
Sex ... ·s t arved, t hey leave t m.m in 

July 25. Rev. Chcse is rclecsed. 

July 27. Rev. Campbell has collectec1 over 300 plodces. He conf'ic~ontly 
"'"~redicts that as many ns 1,000 people :ma.y demonstrate. SomehoH tl~. is is 

h
reported in the nevspapers. The police announce that they are ~repared to 

ouse as many persons as may be necessary in the city Brl;!Ory. 
7pm. In a secret strategy meeting, Crumpbell adoryts a plan of march 

proposed by Bob Zellner. Campbell, symbolically enough, "Jl .. oposes that 
the column be headed by the Nerr.ro businessmen. 

JUly 28. D-Day is an utter fiasco. Only 77 persons demonstrate, and all 
are arrested. Fifteen of this number are students . from Virginia Ut!ion 
University (a Negro school) in Richmond, brought dmv.n by Prof . Ben- Zion 
Wardy, an Israeli and one of the most bizarre characters to shoi.·I up in 
Danville all summer . He has also brought several pounds of hrunburgcr 
impregnated with aphrodisiac as a weapon against police dogs. Four other 
demonstrators have come under SNCC auspices . 

Spm. Bob Zellner is arrested after police report having seen him 
downtmm.. observine the demonstration~~ 

6pm. At a mass meeting in the Bible tfay Church. desperate efforts Ul"e 
made to restore morale. Six volunteers are requested for a sit- in., but 
only three ,...romen raise their hands . Reid, presiding, asks fl "lvon•t a m~m 
come fort·rard?" Avon Rollins comments , ttAin't none in here o' 

7pm• A fe"t-r peo•Jle forlornly try to march ar01.md the streets of 
Almagro, but the· police ·sHoop dmm and chase them a' ray .. 

* D-Day marks the close of the second J)hase of the crisis., Tho r.>olice 
terror was by this noint so effective that people could no longer-be 
brought to de'·l'lonstrate. The Hegro community was bankrupt ., Only isolated 
acts of desperation and a successful legal defense bemained as '-:>oliticall y 
feasible avenues of action. Recriminations erupted between the SNCC and 
CORE peonle , who had opposed the DoeDay notion, and Campbell and other 
leaders. The SNCC staff' progressively diminished., 

The second phase h ad seen the DCPA become an increasingly elaborate 
and efficient organization, with personnel beginning to perform 
specialized jobs such as voter registration, and 1-ri th a nucleus or 
volunteers tvho could be co1.mted on to sho~·T up for vmrk every dayo But 
it vras diff'icult to mobilize masses under conditions o£ intense and 
sustained repression, and so organizational work shifted in emphasis 
away from direct action and toward activities that could· be more 
bureaucratically adm,:lnistered and organized , such as the economic 
boycott and vote.r registration. 

No mob violence on the pnrt of the m1ite populace had • et occurred 9 as 
witness the fact that the plate ~lass window of the DCPA office remained 
intact since _. I! II ~ the new quarters t-rere occupied on July 3 .. No 
assaults by non- uniformed 1-1hites ~·rere reported" tl.'his did notll hov1ever~ 
imply that many whites nere in the. least f'riendly . ) On thG other hand, a 
te1-1 middle class whites began to edre ov r toward Hornack's positirn, :tn 
resnonse to their Heariness 1-Tith the continuinF crisis, as 1-.rell· a.s to 
Avon Rollins r persnasiono · The v.rhi te minister (Rev . Andrevrs) whom I 
mentioned in the presentation is an illustration of this., 

In short , during the second nhnse the DCPA , with incroasi~f.lY 
undivided lcndership under Rev. Campbell , ,,-vas taking on certm .. n character­
istics of p r rmanence, though it was losing its charismatic hold on too 
mass of the Hegro po ·'"'ulation . 

{!· 

JUly - 29o _ ..5a..rno ~ Chaser i.s ·arre.sted ·at ,his ~om~.~ ~a~r~eQ. .off' _to - jl!li)"" i~- ­
his bathrobe., He is ohnrced Hith contribuy1..ng to the delinquency or a 
minor and non-surr:"ort. Ee is roloasecl in ·)1.,500 bond ;n the a.f~ernoon::, .. 

Morning. }lary Kine prepares a ne,.,. ")Q:te re;oortmr; Chase s arre.o t 



rt:CJ.U alsc g1.'-o·;:;.:.h3 . 1\. ron Ho:..J.1.:1s as sayi.nr: , "Those of us 1-rho Ell'O no:n--v:tole:o.t 
are ~0CO!'illllf, O'Uti!11li11bered by· t hose of" t ho violo:n.t pe rsuasion, 1' and 
Harn~ng thf1. t, i f something 'tvere not done soon6 "b l ood ~.,rlll f'l o~;-.r i11 t he 
streets of' Danville." 

8pri1o Sam Shirah and r1ary King get involved in an argument with Revo 
9a..mpbell~ The latter claims that the news release tends to create an. 
:t llusory impression of SUCC predominance in the Danville movement o He 
charges that SNC0 is mentioned an excessive number of tin~s in the 
release, and that this is to the exclusion of CORE t!lltlic •8e~\(as 
personif'ied by Brt.1.ce Baines and Claudia Edvwrds) and other groups 0 The 
SNCC workers in return charge that Campbell has been remiss in his duty 
to stir the people to action l·lithout reference to F'..ing or other outside 
support. They claim that King is a professional symbol and is only 
interested in lending assistance where there are headlines to be made. 
Therefore, he would corne to Danville only i.f the movement v.rere on the 
verge of success. (Note: !his position was unrealistic in that even 
Campbell's oratorical gifts and leadership qualities were inadequate to 
rouse the people to take to the streets again in defiance of' the repress~ 
iva po-vrer t·Thich the OP""'OSi tion 't-tas prepared to use •) 

Demonsti,.ations continue in llarmville ( T>rince Edt..rard County $1 Va., This 
county has been without erinrtpublic schools for five uears because of 
r~sistance to desegregation.,} , about 80 miles from Da.nvi lle. They Hero 
instigated by Ivanhoe Donaldson and Rolin Sherrod, two Sl~CC workers 
operating out of Dm1ville. Donaldson is arrested. 

July 30., Judge Aiken o-pens hearings as to whether his injunction shou.ld 
be made permanent., 

July 31. lpmo Avon Rollins collapses in the DCPAwSNCC of.fices from an 
excess of s-oinal fluid and is rushed to lvinslow Hos,.,ital., After undergoing 
a spinal tar , ho is exrur.ined by a Dr . McNeely who is employed by the c i ty 
and JIIIP u * presents a court order requiring that Avon be exa.rnined with 
l"eference to his ability to appear in Judge Aiken's court under a sub­
Deena requiring him to testify .for the Sts.te(concerning his statement 
:J.n the nel.J'S re left-Sa issu . d July 2)) in the hearing to r;etormine the 
permanence of the injunction. · 
· Eveningo Matthew Jones, newly released from jail and Acting Direct[~!' 
of the · project, has formed a secl"et Strategy Comm.ittee among the :most 
radical loeal youths. Its pur~Jose is the execution of non-violent 
commando raids o 

Aur;ust 1., Dr .. l~cN~ely once more attempts to exarnine Avon, but this ti111e 
does not brins the court order. A.von refuses to be examined., Pr~ai•ations 
are made to surr01.md the hos·::->1 tal 'tvi th demonstrators to prevent the 
police .from arresting hirt in his hosnital r~:)('m. . 

4n.m. The 8trateey Committee strikes: Pour demonstrators :rou.l up 
traffic for 15 blocks in all directions as they lie doHn at the inter-· 
section of' North Hain St. and Riverside Drive. 

5 pmo J'udge Aiken sipns the ol'der making the injrmctirn :perm.unent o I~~ 
contains nevr provisions banning :mass meetings and finaJ:lC ial contl"ibut:tons 
to the mo ve:i:nent. 

11 pm~ foss is arrested on a traffic charge ( " improper license~ tag 
lights"} and is held in $100 bond 0 Bob Zellner and Julius Ade.;ns ra:Lse 
the money within an hourbut tho bonding officer at the jail stalls unti l 
it is necessary to rouse the FBI to .force action. (Note: The next day 
this arl"•est of tho notorious criminal was re-ported on r:-dio news every 
hour on the hour. The administration of justice in Danville ltras by now 
such a fa_rce that this sort of nonsense had become standard practice o 1 

Also on this day the Strater,y Cozn,.'11ittee struck again 1.-rl th t\·10 hit-and!" 
run sit-inso 

August 3o llrun. A~on Rollins is seized by police upon being discharged 
from ~·linslow Hospi talo i ~3 



A.ur;?-s-t 5" 10~'tle Avon i s ·cried i n Corp&ration C:o'UJ.">t on a c harge of 
con cempt o f court., Judge Leon Bazile., a senile idiot ~md normall y 
6 ircuit JUdge of Iee County, Va~~ presides ., He has come to Ds.n'lril l e to 
assist Judge Aiken in trying the injunction cases . The trial i s a 
classic in the administration of injustice., The prosecutor City 
Attorney Link, calls Dr. HcNeoly as his only -vritness. Dr. McNeely who 
a ' poars to be a pot-bellied, grinning fool, testifies that many spinal 
tap cases have recovered in as little as six hours . Therefore Avon mav 
have been able to testify on the lst . , but he was unable to d~terDiine " 
this as the de:rendant rms unwil1 ine.: to be exarc~.nod . Under cross-examina­
tion J:IcNee ly admits that he t-rould have been unable to deteriline Avon r s 
:fitness to testify since he did not have access to certain equipment, 
including an electroence:rhaloera·:Jho Judge Bazile ~..as never heard of such · 
a thing and McNeely must explain its ftmction . Judge Bazile is unilnpressod 
and appears to reel that a trick is being played on himself . Dr . ~lcHee ly 
proceeds to state that his own examlnation on Jul y 31 reveal ed an 
excessive number of red blood cells in the spinal fluid as we l l as t wo 
soft spots on Avon's skull. It appeared likely that sornething quite 
serious was wrong and that extensive tests would be r equired to ma ko suroo 
Dr. McNeely .further admitaai that he felt that t he court or de r had been 
valid only for the day on r..rhich it was issued , July 3le He did not b:r•i n g 
the order on August 1 ; he says , because he came purely f or re asons of 
personal interest in the case o Dr. IvlcNee ly grins and S'td ngs h i s l eg 'tvh i l e 
saying all this. Link turns varicus shades of purple and pee s up roid . 
do~m the courtroom as i:f about to hit someoneo The der ense next cal ls 
the superintendent of the City Jail (under subpoen a ) who testifieS to the 
effect that the accused had fainted in his cell Qn August- 4 o Finally 
Dr., Harvey {seo pr·esentation, Po 19) is called . He testi f-ie s that Avon 
was definitely unable to leave the hospital on Au eust lo Link notv- app e ar s 
to be ready to thrmv a .fit in the middle or the courtroom. !Bgally he 
has no case unle·ss he is forced to the absurd contention .th a t the court 
order was intended to be valid to the end of the defendant' s natural lifea 
But Link makes exactly this contention. The defense insis~s that Link · 
has no case and urges sympathy for the derendant in that he needs 
innnedie.te medical attention. Link gloi>rers murderou sly (No t e : Link was not 
the only terrible-tempered prosecutor that summer. In early JUly Len Holt 
was physically assaulted by Assistant Comrnom-realth Attor!+ey \-Ti lson 
during a trial in }funicipal Court.) while judges Aiken and Bazile f lutter 
about in their black judicinl robes lilre a couple o:f vultures . Fmally 
Bazile pronounces sentence: Ten days in jail and a 0100 fine . He gl:yes._ no 
e:xpl nna-tion of how the decision is arrived o.t. Appeal. bond i s se t at .e50o .. 
.. Rev. Chase asks M.C. Martin, the banker, to get the money together" 
For reasons that are yet obscure, Martin takes his time and it is t wo 
days berore Avon is released (Note: The delay sent SNOC hee.d~arters in 
Atlanta into a co~ption fit . ). I have described thi s case at s ome lon th 
because it seems to be a~most the perfect illustration of Danville jus-
tice Q · , 

August 7. 9mn. ~oss is tried ~or the tag light crimea Reporter s are 
present in the courtroom and Judge Berry insists on .full trial procedur e 
despite the plea of nollo con tendere entered by Attyo Harry Wood . During 
the cross-exrumination the arresting officer insists that the derendant 1 s 
vehicle was equipped with Mississippi plates , since he had wri tten 
MISS 0 instead of l1ASS~ in his note pad. Another cop meanwhile loudly 
hisses, ''MaS ''1 achusetts. Hassachusetts." :foss is l-tith great solemnity 
pronounced guilty and .fined five dollars and cost s .., foss is then ~ubpoenn­
ed be~ore the special crand jury once aeain. It turns out t hat th~s is an 
act of spite on the part of a Sephardic Je"t-rish reco:rtd dealer named 
Ben-Yunes who merely wishes to subject foss to.a tirade (accusing him o~ 
renounein~ Judaism in that he took the Pi~th) J.n order to prove that 
Jews are just as Nazified as anyone else. • . 12 15 2pm. Chief HcCain crashes into tho DCPA offJ.ce at th~ head of - h 
cops and gleefully a.rrests Emrnanuela Ross, one of the whJ.te students H 

0 

Arrived 1~der snc~ auspices for D-Dayo Althoughfl t he el had given her 



are~ a~ 201 'h.er overprotective mothe~.c> :~ v.;ho has j1_:;.st ar:r.•ived f'ro:m Chicaeo 
ins:u:rcs tnat tho p;irl is only 16 and st-.rears out a v-rar·r,ant f or her arrest. 
The charg~s are ·transf'er:r•ed ~o Juvenile OourtAt vYhere they are dropped in 
exchange r or e. promise that lihe e:trl and !ler mother will get the hell out 
of tot-m as f'ast as possibleo The mover~ent is made to appear ridiculous"' 

Aur;ust 8 o lOamo (Hote: It may have actually been the 6tho) The city 
assigns defendants in injunction cases in the Corporation Court to courts 
in remote parts of Virginia (soe presentation. Po 20)., '(Rev~' Harold 
Millbrook (an SCLC agent· and a jive-talking6 scrawny cat vtho insists that 
he is a Baptist p:reaeher.#fi 8s" He arrived in town on Aug . 4. and is 
already ?alllng himself "of'fice :ma..na.e;er" . The .· people find his oratory 
hard to t:ake, since he uses a .copious sprinkling of Si..rear v.rords.) issues 
a. statement that if the change-of-venue scherne e;oes through, Danville 
people would become "apostles of revolution" all over the Sta.teo 

2:30pm. I.en Holt brings t-vord from Baltimore that Ji..tdge Sobolef'f has 
enjoined arrests and trials (In actual fact Soboleff's injunction covers 
only -a IF!II t trials) under both the injrmction and the ordinance., A group 
of people rush out of the office and they dance and sing in front of 
the door. Poltce swoop doim out of nou'here and arrest seven persons1~ · 
including Herbert Coulton (S6LO) , Bruce Baines (COR2) 1 - and Bob ZeLLner~· 
who is dr~ged out of the office and charged with viol.ating the injunction, 
parading i·dthout a permit, disturbing the peace .. and resisting arrest., 
the bond being set at $~00o Bob had intended to get married that nighto 

7pmo foss , enraged , has concocted a harebrained scheme to foul up 
the City Hall communications by having hundreds of people call city 
offices 111 ye 11 ~FRE'F·;DOI-1 t n and hang up. He now approaches 1-1111 br ook$) the 
only men in the movement crazy enough to put it into eff'e.ct 0 

8pm0 Tonight , a thousand people attend the nightly mass meeting at 
the High Street Baptist Church. They are celebrating the legal victory 
in Baltimore . The legal corps returns as conquering heroeso 

llpmo Millbrook proclaims Operation Telephone~for 8:30am. next da.yo 
--\'\.!... . 

August 9. 9run. Matthew Jones conducts foS3 to11 hideout of Avon Rollins; 
who is supposed to be out of town for medical treatnents . 

9:30am. Police attempt to arrest Matthew Jones , but lack a wa.rranta 
He walks away. 

l045am. foss flees the ei ty in the direction of ~,.,. Atlanta c. 

Ma.tthe't..r Jones has ordered him to take SNCC vrorker Annie Pearl Avery to 
Atlanta 4Jit:7 sa so that she can make a bus connection to Gadsdens .t;l.la., ~ 
rm~ tria~. 1~ Atlanta he learns that he needs eye sure;ery and returns to 
Uev.r York.' ' 

· Evening. The 6 ity 6ouncil passes an ordinance making it a misdemeanor 
to call a city office without a. substantive messare . . 

J:!. ' ; ·' 

The decision or August 8 ;stablished a leg~l stalema~e whic\} st1¥Ji. (1' 
endures (Since September 27 the case has been under ady~semeJ;lt at , th~ 
Fm.:trth Circuit)o This , you understand , me~t . onlyr that people could be 
arrested and placed under high bond , but not tried. Direct action, as 
I have said above,wls politically unfeasivle~and it remained so after 
the decisions were handed down. 

The third phase of the crisis, then, lasted from July 28 to October 
11~ By the latter date 6 in all probability. it could n~ longer be called 
a crisis. But Hha.tever this. may mean in terms of a soc 1al a11.alysis of 
the movement and of the City of Danville as a whole I have no ideai since 
all I knoH is Hhat I see in the papers (although I did make a few eng-
distance calls dm·m there in the fall~ 

Here~ anyr..:ray II is a further chronol~ cy: 

Aueust, 1963e The league of \:-Iemen Voters and simiL·r liberal t;.rpes 
v.rrite letters, nostly to each o:t;her, but a cou:)le ret into nevr~paperso 
The'r advocate a bi-racial conli1issionct Hayer Stinson does experllUent wi t h 
a comrn:tt-.tee of rroms, but this gets noHhere. I,;-



I knm·J of tHo demonstrat~ions t.rh i ch occurred durin.[: Auguste Or..e 
occurred about the midd le of' the month and i nvdllved tuo SNCC ·workers 
and a student lender -v.rho sang nlve Shall OVer come n in a court;roo:m and 
were jailed i'or contempt of court. One of t hem, Hattheu Jonos, i·rns 
beateno The other one occurred on Aug. 27 {the day before the 'vash1.ngton 
111arch and inspired by it ) , led by Ca.'Yllpbe l l. It Has a very s ma ll affa:i. ro 

A pathetic cil'~oula:r uas issued on Aug. 21. It noted that , "our 
numbers are dt·rindling~ and begged outsiders to descend on Danville at 
the time of the Harch on ~·Tashinp.:ton. Leaders o.f the latter r ejected 
requests by · !en Rolt to divert a fetv thousand people in the direction 
of Danville. 

On August 25 1;ws. Knrro brought eleven carloads· of her neighbors to 
Danvilleo But they cru:ne to look, not to demonstrate., 

Septe.mber, 1963. On September 7, 25 high sahool strudents s t ag'l. • . n 
before the entrance to a predominantly white school,. demanding n f. • • 

the recently-introduced tokenism. This, so far as I know, was th ery 
last one. 

Carter *'rove .for the political annihilation of Womacko His remark 
..-.,,. re.fe:rring to the Commercial A;Qpeal as the Congo Chronicle is 
usaid" to have alienated many liberals. 

Cgmpbell negotiates with the president of Dan River M1ll so The latter 
denies practicing job discrimination as well as suppor·ting the segrega­
tionist political edifice in Danville (A DR!1 public• relations man now 
writes press releases for the city.Also, Hhen city officials wished to 
confer ':dth the Mill president, they went to the plant. Be did not come 
to City Hall •••• • There is no end to obvious connections . Any such denial 
must have meant that Dffi.1 is noH confident \that its public image cannot 
be scratchedo \ " \'':t. ~\~ ,\ 

The small, segregated union locals'final ly merge into one , Hith a 
white yres14ent and a Negro vice president. 

October, 1963o On e otober 16 the l~egro cop 1n 90 years 1-IO.S ap·)ointed to 
the Danville Police"Departmont. Chief McCain attributed thi s to a lack of 
suitable candidateso . 
November, 1963. A spas.modic twitch of militancy attended yot another 
promise by King to le od demonstrati0ns larws. in Danville. King gav~ his 
definite promise·to come on November 10• and there was fUrther ta!k of 
the "task :rorce", lV'yatt T. ';ia1ker, otc. , but tho !·lcssiah nev er shovted up .. 

' c 
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"'...ll"zr: . .nj_zed a.·.:.a h ureBucrc.tiJ!c·d 
!;o:n· ·a • nlly ve :r>y restric ted ,, 
Bex•n i EJ! !t"ask you, hew cm1 l Of,)OOO people - ~-J"hatis t b0 numb:; r .., be 
::)1an.t eo Hlt o ono Southern :3·tatje? Is t hi s a chnnce ··1henomonon'! 
Pr~yllis: A thousax1d peo:nle .t hmr many Formt n said? 
Bob: A thous ando., o sorn.e sources bad said tt--:o thousand 
I3ez>nie: You know, this i s not just a., .. ., f.' 

Voic;e: {unintelligible) jw~ t; a summer ~i ob.,. 
Phylll.s: A job? They ar·en• ·;:; Daylnr:· vou l 
{:f' i d ... . ~6(_, ... :.{! ~ 0 .. vo secon s of' conf'usion ) 
B_arnie:..,The point of.~t is ~I ':rn not sugr,estinr, that there's th :i. s. tro:m.o n.do l."' 
orge.ni~~.tion, but na:tijher :t.s i t a comr>le tely frnr;ncnted COl'nplo toly -· ·-
l e aderless,. unplanned phenomenono • 
!~~ss: ~ ~id~Ot sa:;t it \.lras , .. I said that there is a gcn~n .. alized sense of· 
.,._e mo ~Te .,len~o. o. but an:y~,my ,. . c ... r.:r. this movement here in Danvil"i e as vTOll 
as other places, had ~o li.ttle effect on its mmou:nc.sd· obje cti~·e s ul~ n t 
t h en "t.;-ns the Y'rogross:Lve e f fect of this movement? Also in vi cnv- of th<~· 
.f:::tct t hat; the economy on t-Ihich tho o:ricinal insti tu·cioAs of' so r,regati~n 
~~.ere b~sed ia ch~ging in. f~-vor of' a national economy i n -vrhich e. northern 
... ;rpe o1 segrega.t. ?n ~s deve .LO"J~ne - of course you see thi s alr.eady in 
Atlnntu or Greensoo.ro "'" and v-7h1ch does not denend 0 11 l cgul <:!o n-ro .... a+ion 
f it ''f t • .s.. t th i t. .• ""' b G v ~or ~ 0 : ec s, wa en s t J.lG p:r:·ogressive ef'f'ect~ and I s ay t hat 
:Lt is. -che abol:!. t:ton :.zt thin -the Negro com,·. unity clfself o f the :r>epressivc 
c?.ass stl .. ucture ?~ tne :Nogro c o::nmunity .. Tha-t this is the :fir s t s t e:p ..,. 
t ne Negro eommun.L-cy must · cEF sa t;O feed on itself bef'oro i t oau beame 
effectively mobil izable" ( J:Jo te: I don »t only me an pol:t ti t~ ally ~' bu t; 
eco1~.orrdcally and educationally and other things as Hell" But anyway~ 
tny las t sentence there doaBn' t mean anythlng !2llly~omy.,) And it t s hero thnt 
the serious unde:rrn.ining of the prestire of the l1a.rtins arr.l ·ch i.~ Doyle 
Th omascs and the Mrs., Eugh~~ ses ~md ol"' t h e ~t~s-.:., ., ., ooo ~ the reducti« 
on of' the class biases and the colo:ft caste1ng and a11 the other nonser:..se 
t hat ~,rent on in. the NefrO co1mnunity( . ... .. . "Thts is gol.nt; to 1:1a !4 ·3 f'u.t ·i.l:r>.s 
;1r•og::t•ess that much .fr:.st.er., 
B<en Orr: I lvoul.d just -vm.nt to react to your description tries i:;. o portr ay 
peo:)J.e looking on the ccne:eal Har from the stnndpoi.nt of~ a l ot of 
!r•ont., Prom this poirtt of vle1rJ I uould s ay that "tro"ce sottlemo:nt s :J.n 
the Hebron area. south of' J~:::ru.s alem los t t he Hn·:· of' Ir:.depend c,nce o They 
werf.J t~liminatad; they ax·o no mor•e; soxnc se ttlements a.11 o:r th em m' o 
r r isonel"'S"- 'l:iakon by Jordan; but this :'..:1 ttle l :U:r' sayed 
Jc.r:.tsa1em0 So you hnve to look on local wa.I" on local battl e frN!l t n.e 
starJ.d;1oint of ~;ho eenel"al D attll"'0 or t·ra.l .. ., And you ha"l'JO t o be ready a s a 
natinn~r·r.;anization "co be ·t.r·ay local ro ldierso .. " .. You l ose then pur~ of' 
t he ·t ime and · they may be l ost for ever; at the same tiYnf_, you. 1re 1-linn1ng 
y om. .. uarP. ~ ~ o.., 
foss: Yah9 but this is Amer•ic a.o a ., . _ • • 

Ben Orr: ?rom the ~)oint of v iew of tho l ocal conmnm:-..t:r it might bo JUrn; 

another defeoto . . , ~ 
foss~ I know that these people ln Danville don' t Trr..nt to be ~ho ..... oco..L 
soldiers 'TJ>Tho get sa~rifieod , Itve hear·d. it said trlf:d ; there wa s O.o,.ooo~o .. 

Dr () scht.rnrtz: ·nan, you 'ra go ing t.o have to stop now., .. a.~ve ' re gettine 
a little restlessoo o. YOU c a.r.l carry t.hls on after class J.f you. t'ITantou o 
{gleeful sounds of escape into the sunshine) 

El-1D 0 F CLASS 

C' ---;)0 


